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-other people’s business to any extent, but
the small sale in side lines gave them just
enough business to justify their keeping
the shop open. If the Minister would
report progress those two snggested
amendments could be placed on the notice
paper.

Hon, J. E. DODD: There was no oh-
jeetion to reporting progress provided
there wounld be some effort made te put
the Bill through in time.

IProgress reported.

House adjourncd at 6.12 pm.
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at
2:30 pm., and read prayers.

‘QUESTION—CHINESE FURNITURE
AT ROTTNEST ISLAND.

Mr UNDERWOOD (without notice)
asked the Minister for Works: Has any
Chinese furniture been sent to the
Government. Hostel at Rottnest ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re.
plied : Unfortunately furniture of Chinese
‘manufacture has been sent to the hostel
.and cottages at Rotineet Island. I
discovered it after the furniture landed
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there. I have issued instructions that
it shall be immediately returned. The
officer responsible has been suspended.

QUESTIONS (2)—RAILWAY DE.
PARTMENT.
oL Cost of boilers.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Minister

for Railways: I, What was the total
cost per boiler of the 10 Class O boilers
recently imported by the Railway De-
partment ! 2, Has the department any
record of the cost of similar boilers
constructed locally, if so, what is it ?
3, Is it the intention of the Government
to continue the further importation of
such work * 4, If so, why ?
“The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied : 1, £679. 2, £720. 3, Yes.
4, Insufficient shop accommodation and
mechinery at Midland Junction. The
department is doing its utmost with
the facilities at present at its disposal
and will continue to do so, so long as
the local cost compares favourably with
that of the imported article.

Tickets for Long distance Trains.

Mr. BOLTON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, In view of the nature of
the reply given to a question relating
to an instruction issued by the Railway
Department, will the Minister cause
inguiries to be made as to whether
Mr. Bolton tendered the money for a
ticket to Coolgardie at 9-20 a.m on
Wednesday, 6th inst., and was refused a
ticket, being told that he must ohtain
the ticket between 3-30 and 3-55 p.m.
or take out a single ticket to Perth ?
2, Did the said passenger ask to see the
station-master, who also refused to
supply the ticket, owing to an instruction
issued to him (the station-master) ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied : 1, Yes, money wus tendered
and ticket refused on the grounds that
the passenger weuld have to break the
journey within the suburban area, which
is contrary to regulations. 2, Yes, and
the regulations were pointed out to
Mr. Bolton. No instructions have been
issued other than the printed regulations.
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QUESTION—EMPLOYMENT OF EX.
PUBLIC SERVANTS.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Pre-
mier : 1, Is it true that instructions were
issued by the late Minister for Landstothe
effect that no civil servant who went
on the land in connection with the eivil
service settloment should be re-employed
by the Government ? 2, Is the Govern-
ment aware that owing to the drought
in the district in which these deserving
men were Settled, many of them have
had to leave their holdings to look for
employment, through no fault of their
own ? 3, As it may be an advantage to
the depertments to be able to obtain the
services of experienced and capable men,
when temporary employment is available,
will the Government remove the unjust
restriction imposed by the late Govern-
ment, in order to permit any applications
these ex-civil servants may make to be

considered on their merits * 4, If not,
why not ?
The PREMIER replied : 1, Yes,

2, The Governmeni are aware of some
instances. 3, This has already been done.
4, Answered by No. 3.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Norseman. Esperance Reports.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
connection with the printed matter I
have had distributed dealing with rail-
ways to be introduced, I would like to
explain that the advisory board’s re-
port on the Norseman-Esperance railway
unfortunastely does not include the min-
ority report, which to some members
will be of the utmost importance. It
seems unfair to distribute one part of
the report and not the other, but as a
matter of fact the minority report is
already included in the papers on the
Table of the House. - + -

Mr. Frank Wilson: Why
it copied ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
would require to get 80 copies taken
off, and I think it would scarcely be
possible to do it in the time. In any
case members will find the minority
report on the Table.

not. have
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1911-12.
B In Commitiee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 13th Deec-
ember, on the Treasurer's Financial
Statement. and the Annual Estimates ;
Mr. Holman in the Chair.

Vote—His
£2,760 :

Mr. FRANK WILSON (Sussex) : When
last 1 had the honour of submitting
the Estimates to Parliament and deliver-
ing the Budget Speech I was proud to
be able to anncunce that the State of
Western Australia had fairly entered
upon & period of prosperity, I sub-
mitted Estimates on that oceasion
showing that the deficit, which had been
the incubus of all administrators for
six or seven years, would at last be
extinguished, and I am still proud to
say that on the 30th June last when the
financial year closed, not only was that
deficit extinguished but a small sarplos
of £13,000 had taken its place. The
Premier hes been good enough ai last
to admit the existence of this swplas.
During the electioneering campaign he
took soms exception to it, but I helieve
that with some reluctance he admits
at last it is in fact and in deed a surplus
on last year’s transactions. In his
earlier denials he was consistently and
persistently egged on by his colleague
and lieutenant, the Minister for Works.
1 find the Minister for Works on more
than one occasion has pledged the
Premier to prove that this surplus was
really not as it should be; I need not
use a stronger term than that, although
I might use the word * iaked.”” 1 hear
rumours that during the last few months
special efforts have heen made in the
different departments to discover where
this surplus came from, and how it
possibly could be a true surplus. Efforts
have been made to find accounts thab
ought to have been paid at the end of
the last financial year, but which had
been deliberately held hack in order
that & surplus might be shown instead
of a deficit.

The Premier : How do you know that ;
have you still free accesa to the de-
partments ? :

Excellency  the  Gouvernor,
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Mr.
course.

The Premier: Then it is more than I
had a5 leader of the Opposition.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I never
refused you access to the departments,
and I trust you are not going to refuse
it to me,

The Premier : You issued instructions
that we had to get permission before
we could go through the departments.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: WNothing of
the sort. The Premier is absolutely
wrong, 63 he always is when he makes
these charges and statements, and T
will prove it to be wrong before I sit
down, I went to point out to hon.
members that any insinuation of this
description is not only a reflection on the
Treasurer for the time being, but is a
reflection also upon the officers of the
departments, because there can be
no faking of figures so far as the
finances of the State are concerned,
unless the officers of the departments
are parties to it. There are so many
departments to furnish returns, and so
many accountants responsible for making
up these figures ; and then again there
is the whole staff of the Treasury to be
regarded, so any charge of this description
includes the whole of those responsible

FRANK WILSON: Yes, of

officers. It is an insult to my late
colleague, Mr GCregory, who wasz in
charge of the Treasury during my

absence, to insinuate that his surplus
was not & troe and correct one. I am
sorry that the Premier in delivering
his Budget Speech could not deal
with the Estimates in an absolutely
straightforward manner without trying
to shirk his responsibilities and place
them on other shoulders. Ever since he
assumed office he has been trying to
impress on the public of Western Aus-
tralia that the finances of the State were
in an unsonnd position and, therefaore,
that the Labour Covernment, of which
he is the head, were not responsible for
the financial position this year, to use
his own words as reported. I want to
know who is respounsible ? If the Pre-
mier and Treasurer of the State is not
responsible after having been in office
two months and over, who is to be re-
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sponsible for this year’s finances ? Dces
he want to put the blame on my should-
ers ? Certainly 1 decline to accept the
blame of his financial methods and
procedure. He is & past master in the
art of erying stinking fish, and he cannot
even float this little loan of half a million
at 4 per cent. without making as much
noise about it as a young hen makes
when laying her first eggr. 1 have not
heard such talk of a flotation before as
we have had on this occasion. Again
we find his fviend and colleague, the
Minister for Works, on many occasions
when speaking lately declaring that they
had done a marvellous deed in putting
this loan on the market, and the Premier
declared himself wich very much unction
that they are going to get the money.
I should hope they are going to get the
money. If Western Australis cannot
borrow money at 4 per cent. at par, it
is & very poor lookout for the public
works that are projected, for the railways
that are to be built at the rate of 200
miles per annum, to say nothing of the
works in connection with our harbours
and rivers and other big undertakings.
The people of the State heard very much
less of the millions floated druing my
Government’s terrmn of office on much
better terms, than they have heard of
this frst loan floated by the present
Treasurer. He must be wvery thankful
to the Minister for Works, who stated
that the finances were unsound, and in
the following words pledged the Premier
to say when he delivered his first Budget
how and where they cawere unsound.
The Minister for Works remarked—

It had been said, whit was
absolutely untrue, that the Labour
party .were taking over the finances
of the State in a8 sound position. As
a mabter of fact the fingnces were in &
bad position, and when the Premier
(Mr. Scaddan) delivered his first Budget
Speech the whole truth would be told.

Now we bave had the Premier’s first
Budget Speech, and the mountain has
laboured and brought forth a mouse,
ior we find, so far as his figures are
concerned, that when I handed over
the affairs of the Treasury to my successor,
the finances were perfectly sound. Then
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we have the Premier himself in the
Budget deliverance, endeavouring to
shirk his responsibility, because he used
these words :—'* And practicafly it only
remained for him at such a late stage
to analyse the Estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure as he found them upon
taking office and as now presented.”
I think that is misleading to the members
of this House, and it is misleading to
the country, because I can assure this
Committes that the Estimates of Revenue
end Expenditure had not been receivad
from the Treasury when I left the de-
partment, and I had not seen them.
The departmental estimates were being
made up, but they had not come to
the Treasury, at any rate not all of them.

The Premier: Ah?

Mr. FRANK WILSON :
the Premier mean by * ah.”

The Premier: At first you said they
had not been received, and then you
say, “not all of them.”

Mr. FRANK WILSON : The Treasury
Estimates were in the Treasury certainly.
I am telling the Premier that there were
no Estimates in the Treasury when I
left office.

The Premier: I say there were.

Mr. FRANK WILSOXN: The Premier
wishes the Comumittece to infer that he
was not responsible for the Estimates,
because they were based on estimates
which he found when he tock office.

The Premier: I found some of them
printed when I took office.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The draft
prints would be ju all departments.

The Premier: But you say ‘hey wore
not there.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: And they
wore not there. I hed issued instructions
for the Estimates to be made up as
quickly as possible, but so far as I was
concerned they were not there. The
Treasury Estimates were there, but the
departmental estimates had not then
come in, although the Premier wishes it
to be inferred that he is not responsible
fur the Estimates. Stronge to say,
later on he forgot this attitude, and
referring to the Estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure said they were in course of
preparation when he took office, just

What does
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what I said, and that they had since
received careful revision at the hands of
himself and his colleagues. So we may
expect that, notwithstanding that he
wishes to shirk his responsibility for the
Estimates, he must accept the respon-
sibility, inasmuch as he carefully revised
themy before submitting them to the
Committes. Now, in analysing the finan.
cial positien, the Premier has made
two very distinet charges against the
Administration of which I was head,
because he tried to show the Conunittee,
and to the satisfaction of the people of
Western Australia, that the deficit which
appeared in the public accounts on the
30th September last was a wrong one ;
in other words, it was made up wrongly—
cortain paymients had been made by
way of advance accounts which had not
been debited, and which ocught to have
been debited.

The Premier : Who said that ?

Mr. FRANIK WILSON : The Premier.

The Premier : Well, quote me.

Me. FRANK WILSON: Iere nare
his words—

He found that there was an ac-
cumulated deficit in the Consolidated
Revenue Fuand of £28,094, that was
after deducting £63,930, which had
heen advaneced to the department,
and which was returnable to the
Treagury at the end of the year,
although so far as the cash was con-
cerned, this extra money was disbursed.

He went on to say that the dsficit when
he took office was £94,000. He claimed
that wae the position, that is his firgt
charge. Then he further proczeded-—

The accumulated deficit of £28,994,
as shown on September 30th, did not
really indicate the true position, as ha
considered that the amounts which
had been subsequently paid by way
of inereases in salaries and wages,
made retrospective to July 1st, would
be o f{air charge against the Ffest
quarter of the year, the Government
having had to redeem the promise made
to the civil servants by the late Gov.
ernment in regard to those increases,
Had the late Government kept their
promises and paid thoge increases the
deficit would have been considerably
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greater when the last financial year

closed than it had been.

The Premier: That is quite correct.

M: FRANK WILBON: It is not
correct ; it is absolutely incorrect. That
is where the Premier is wrong. Why
does he not bring proof when he
makes accusations ¥ The Premier has
made two distinct charges. The first
is, that the £66,000 which had been
advanced to departments onght to have
beenr charged to the September month,
and was not charged, and that ho had
to face a deficit of £44,000 instead of
less than £30,000; and the second is
that if we had paid the increase o civil
servants which we had promised, the
deficit would have been considerably in-
creased. I presume he means that the
surplus would have been wiped out and
& deficit put in its place. I do not know
exactly what the Premier is driving
at there. T know of no promise which
was not carried out, and there was no
promise which would have made a
deficit 8t the end of the last financial
year.

The Premier: I am not referring
to the last financial year; 1 am re-
ferring to the halance on the 30th
September in the first gnarter of the
present financial year.

Mr. FRANK WILSON : Here arve
the Premier’s own words: ‘‘Had the

late Clovernment kept their promises and
paid those increases, the deficit would
have been considerably less when the
last financial year closed than it had
been.”

The Premier: I never said that.

Mr. FRANK WILSON : The Promier
is reported to have said it.

The Premier : That is wrong nnyway,

Mr. FRANIZ WILSON: T am very
pleased to hear it.

The Premier: 1 was not referring
to the surplus at the 30th June, bué
to the position at the 30th September.

Mr. FRANK WILSON : The Premier’s
words referred to the 30th June. I am
happy to have his disowner. and that
is the end of it.

The Premier:
misrepresent me.

You are trying to
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Mr. FRANK WILSON: No; T am
quoting the words published in the Press,
I have no need to misrepresent the
Premier. He misrepresents himself on
every occasion he speaks, and drifts
and drifts every time he opens hig
mouth., Let us inquire into this charge
regarding this advance of £66,000. 1 do
not suppose the Premier has taken the
trouble to inguire from his responsible
officers what the advence means.

The Premier interjected.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Will the
Promier let me go through ?

The Premier: Well, do not mis-
represent me.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I am not
misrepresenting the Premier. At any

rate I am quoting him as reported in
the Press.

The Premier :
to do so.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: It does not
suit my book. I am quoting the words
which the Premier is reported to have
used. [ am glad to havo his denial.
I accept his denial and will say no more
about it. Let us deal with the greater
issne. This £66,000 is the amount
shown in the public accounts as having
been advanced from the different de-
pertments for the purposes of those
departments by way of paying accounfs.
These advances are made to every
department in order to facilitate the
payments to public ereditors. Take the
Works Department, of which T heve
been head on two occasions. In that
department we had an advance from
the Treasury of £12,000. That advance
is used by the accountant to pay the
just debts of the department, and portion
of it is again advanced by him to different
sub-departments of the Works Depart-
ment throughout the State. But every
payment from the advance account is
debited against the appropriations, and
that advanced amount is recouped daily
by the Treasury, so that it is always
kept up fo its limit. Now the money
has not been disbursed as the Premier
said, and it ought naot to have been a
charge against the transactions for Sep-
tember. The position is just this: that
instead of the Treasurer having £66,000

It suits your book
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more to his credit in“the different banks
of the State, it is lying to the credit of
the numrerous departmental officers who
are handling the finances. I am safe in
saying that at least £3,000 of the Public
Works advance at any rate—and I have
taken that as an illustration—would
be in the hands of the different officers
of that department throughout the
country, and that the unrecouped portion
of the advance would be fully covered
by those sums of money which were
in the hands of the different departmental
officers in the sub.departments. The
system of advances is one that has been
in operation ever since we have had
responsible Clovermment. It is also ad-
opted in every other State of the Com-
monwealth, and I want hon. membaers
to believe that it has no effect on the
deficit at the end of any particular
month or any time during the month.
It is simply this: I may have a friend
or an agent in whose hands I place a
sum of money, say £500, so that he may
utilise that £500 to pay.accounts in
my behalf. He has to pay £50 out of it,
sand he comes to me next day to draw
another £50, making it pood agsin.
Surely I can claim that I have got
£500 cash, although it does not lie at
my own credit in the bank, but at the
eredit of my agent. That is exactly the
position in regard to the advances.
If the L'reasurer’s contention i8 correct,
he ought to include in his Estimates the
Treasurer’s advance, as shown in those
- Estimates. In those Estimates an item
of £250,000 is shown by way of Treasurer's
advance to enable him to meet any un-
foreseen liabilities that are not provided
for in the Estimates, and if his contention
i3 correct that advances of that sort
must be made a debit immediately they
pass out of his hands, he ought to incinde
that £250,000, and show the expected
deficit for the year as £350,000 instead
of £104,402, as it is shown. It would
be just as reasonable for me to accuse
the Treasurer of having faked these
Estimates on that account, as for him to
accuse me of having shown a wrong
balance on the 30th September last.
The system of accounts is not of my
creation, although I presided over the
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Treasury for.a. good meny years, and
the Treasurer will find that he cannot
alter it. The systern is sound. We will
pass to the next accusation, which is that
of not having made retrospective the
promised payments so as to include
them in the September expenditere. -I
cannot tell exactly what promises the
Promier referred to, but I can take the
railway system as an illustration. All
advances to wages men are paid im-
mediately they are authorised, that
is the next ensuing pay day. The
advances to the salaricd steff are, and
slwuys have been, subject to the Es-
timates being passed by Parliament,
and a footnote in the Commissioner’s
classification clearly sets this out and
states that these advances will be payable
after Parliament bas passed and sanc-
tioned the Estimates. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister ): Does that apply to all depart.
rents ¥

Mr. FRANK WILSON : T should say
so, a3 far as the sularied officers are
concerned, not the day men. The
selaried steff increases approved by the
late Adminigtration in connection with
the railways emounted to £10,952. A
fourth of this amount would really apply
to the first quarter of the present year,
but they are not yet paid and they
have not been included by the Treasurer
in his October and November accoants.
He said I should have included these
in my September balance.

The Premier: I did not.

Mr. FRANK WILSON : The Treasurer
has not done so.

The Treasurer :
tation.

Mr. FRANK WILSON : I am showing
the way the Premier has misrepresented.

It is & misrepresen-

The Premier: Why do you not
quote me ?
Mr. FRANK WILSON: 1 have

quoted the hon. member. Let me point
out that in August last we approved
of all employees below 8s. being hroaght
up to that minimum. The pavments
were made from the next ensuing pay
day on the 3rd September. Drivers
were fixed up in Spetember, and they
were paid from the 1st October. The
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minimum of cleaners was raised sixpence ;
that is, their wages were raised to 8s.
6d. in the fifth year; the firemen’s
minimum was increased to 9s., and that
of the drivers to 12s., and in the higher
classes also there were increases, and the
whole of these advances took effect as
soon a5 the arrangement was come to
and authorised by me ; that is, on the
next following pay day. Of the £40,000
increases authorised by my Adminis-
tration and granted to the railway
employeos, £30,000 was paid from the
following pay period, leaving only £10,000
incresses to the salaried staff to the
Eastimates as passed by Parliament,
andYas has always been the custorn.
It’say  “always” advisedly, because
last year I remember we found that the
Estimates could not be passed uatil
the New Year, and I authorised the
staff advauces to be paid prior to the
Christmas holidays in order ithat the
employees might have the benefit of them
for the Christmas season. The promise
made in September, and I presume that
is what the Premier referred to when he
said that certmin promises had been
left to him to be carried out did not
account for the deficit. The promise
we made in September wes to increase
the wages of the temporary employees
from 10s. to 1lls. a day as from the
1st July.

The Premier: 1In
September 7

Mr. FRANK WILSON:
middle of September.

The Premier: You would not like
me to tell you that it was three days
before the elections.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: T do not
mind. T do not care even whether the
Premier tells me it was on the day of the
election. J do what s just and right
whether there is an election pending
or not. These payments were made
in the ensuing month of Oetober and if
this is the item the Premier was referring
to—and evidently it is—it cannot amount
to many hundreds of pounds. He has
no right to make a statement of this
sort unless be brings facts and Bgures
to prove it as hearing on the subject.
A few hundreds of pounds given to

what part of
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the employees affect the deficit, and
placing him in a precarious position !

The Premier : No one said that.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member did say that.

The Premier: I did not.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: T have

quoted his words.

The Premier: I did not say I was
in & precarious position.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Then the
hon. member goes further and points
out that the CGovernment—and now I
am treating with something that he
made reference t¢ in conoection with
the present Estimates—that the Govern-
ment were providing for the increases,
which we had promised under fthe
reclassification, to be made retrospective
as from the lst July, and that he was
making provision for any further advances
that might be granted, and will have
to be grented undoubtedly, according
to his own actions ; but he is making
provision under the Treasurer’s Advance
Account for this, [If hon. members will
turn to page 38 thoy will find what this
account is, “ Advance to Treasurer.”
Last year it set down £150,000. 1 think
that is an error, the amount should
have heen £200.000; this year it is
£250,000. 1t is utilised not for making
provision of a known liability but to
make provision for some thing that ray
crop up during the financial year of
which the Treasurer has no cognisance
at the time. In large type has been
ingerted the words, ‘' Also to cover
any increases to salaries which may be
granted as the outcome of the re-
classification of the public service now
proceeding, which will afterwards be
submitted for Parliamentary appropri-
ation.”” This will come in the Excess
Bill in the next financial year. T main-
tain it is not & proper vote to make a
provision of this sort under. If we
can make provision in the Treasurer’s
Advance Account which is not part
and parcel of the actual Estimates, then
you might possibly pot a million of
money into that item, and you
might cut down your Estimates to
any amount you wished and charge
all against the Treasurer’s advance,
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leaving to good luck to enable you to
find funds as you go along,.

The Premier: Is the amount that
will be required known?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: You have
made some provision in this ‘Treasurer's
advance.

The Premier :
wrong to do it.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Tt should
be in the body of the BEstimates, and
shounld show the deficit properly. The
Government have raised the minimum on
the railways te 9e., and a settlement with
all the different employees above those
Intely raised te that minimum has yet
to be made. It stands to veason that
those who are employed in the higher
grades expect an increase equivalent
to the minimum, which the Treasurer
rushed in and gave the moment he took
office. We had raised the minimum to
8s. and the Premier raised it to 9s.
What is the résuit t The porter who
was getting 8s. & day, and had his two
suits of uniform per annam, and who
collects considerable tips during the year
from passengers, has been jumped up
to 9s. while the shuuter in the vard, who
is doing more responsible work and
risking his life. and who is getting 9s.,
is allowed to remain on that same level,
Naturally the shunter will not put up
with it, and naturally the Premier will
bring trouble upon himself at once
The shanter is going to demand a proper
increase, and su it will go on right
throughout the service. To give ls.
a day increase all round on the railways
alons means £87,000, in addition to
the £40,008 already granted, and let
me assure the remier that T had all
this information before T left office.
Jt is information that 1 called for and
received, and it is easy to realise that
if you have wade a stert by inerensing
the lower grade, right on without con-
sideration yon will hind vour hands to
the increases that the others will de-
mand ; in fact, all the others in the
higher grades will demand increascs,
and the Premier will have the thick end
of £87,000 to face .n connection with
the Railway Department alone; and
not only that, his was an illadvised

You said it was
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action in rushing in over the head of the
Commissioner and tying the hands rof
the Commissioner. .

The Premier: Did you grant any
increases to those in higher grades ?

Mr. FRANIK WILSON : Yes; 1 said
so just now. I fixed up an agreement,
and the Premier's action will make
them demand another agreement.

The Premier: The same people

Mr. FRANK WILSON : Yesz, of
course. They are not going to be
satisfied with 6Gd. when you give to
the others ls. &d. a day.

The Premier: Some of your old
tactics ;  playing one off against the
other.

Mr. FRANK WILSON : L have
never played one off against the other.
The Premier is putting himsell body
and soul in the hands of the union. Then
we have, of course, all the other depari.
ments to look to. There are the ed-
ucation increases so glibly promised by
the Promier on the hustings during
the recent campaign, and the reclassi-
fication increases to come on when the
reclassification is available. 1 would
like to know when that will be. It
seems that one part of it is available
now,

The Premier: You seem to know
all about the departments.

Mr. FRANK WILSON : Well, I
have been there so much longer than
the hon. member that T ought to know
something sbout it. All these increases
are to be charged to the Treasurer's
Advance Account, an account so far
as these Iistimates are concerned, never
intended for such a purpese. The
Estimates then sre misleading to this
extent ; and the Treasurer must admit
that. because there must he an estimated
expenditure of anything from £50,000
to £100,000. The Premier has divided
£100,000 for the purpose, which is not
shown. If it were shown the deficit he
estimates at the end of June next, instend
of being £104,000 would be from £200.000
to £204,000. [ want also to point out
that these Estimates, especially on the
revenue side, contain this item of £40,000
interest on transferred property. This
is an accurmulation for some time: it
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is not all due to the present financial
year, and [ congratulate the Premier
upon havirg been lucky enough to get
this windfall. T may express the hope
that hz will stick to his guns and see that
the Commonwesalth pay 34 per cent.
interest on the money instead of 3 per
cent. It is nnjust to Western Australia
to expect us to pay 3} per cent. and
4 per cent. for our money, while the
Commonwealth take advantage of our
transferred propertios and pay only 3 per
cent. on the estimnated wvalues. With
regard to the Estimates as placed before
the Committee I am not, at the present
moment at any rate, concerned with
the details. T do wish, however, to point
out thai the Covernment. with an es.
timated increase of revenue of £186,000,
ineluding thic £40,000 windfall, and
excluding any provision for the advances
which must be mude to the different
employees right through the verious
departments, contemplate an increased
expenditure of no less than £420,000.
Not the slightast effort, as far as T can
judge, has been made to adjust these
figures. The Premier is trusting to
Providence that the money may be
found somewhere. or somehow, and he
is throwing the blame, as iar as he can,
upon his predecessors. The position is
serious ; it requires very serious attention
at the hands of mombers especially,
and of any public minded citizens in the
‘Btate. It neither redounds to the credit
of the Premier, nor to that of his
colleagues.-

Mr. Green: He has not been in for
ten minutes. N

Mr. FRANK WILSON: He has
been in for two months. If the hon.
member only knew what he was talking
about h. would know that every year
the Estimates are made up in a much
shorter time than these were. Months
cannot be given to the task, for, after
sll, the estimmate is only for one vyear;
and even if it took <ix months to make
up it would not excase the position which
I am pointing out. I would like to make
& few remarks in regard to this loan
flotation. We have to-day & loan floated,
or it ought to be, and certainly will
be floated, of £500,000 at 4 per cent.

L L T T
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at par, and the Premier seems to he
jubilant about it, and thinks he is going
to make a great hit. ‘The Minister for
Works, the Premier’s henchman, who is
so fond of pledging the Premier to do
wonders, in speaking the other day on
the question of current politics is reportect
to have said :—

The Government had just met and
overcome the Jdifficulty by doing
something extraordinary in the mindsg
nf some people ; that was by foating
a loan on the Australian money market.

Why, we have heen borrowing money
on the Ausiralian wmarkets for years
past. T do not know why that should
be considered extraordinery in the minds
of tho people.

The Minister for Works: I said some
pecple; and some people, yon know,
are extraordinary.

Mr. FRANIKK WILSON: Then the
Minister for Works went on to say—-
*“The Government would overcome its
present difficulties, difficulties left by
the late Govenrment to be overcome.”
Always the late Government. He does
not specify them, but goes about the
country talking about unsound finance
and the difficunlties lrft to them. What
do these difficulties amount to? To
some £200 advances to be paid to tem.
porary employees. This loan carries with
it brokerage, banker’s commission, ex:
change, accrued interest, advertising,
and printing, etceters, and, as 1 said
the other night, it will cost at the latest
date of maturity anything from £4 1ls.
to £4 2z, per cent.

The Premier : N,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Well, what
will it cost 7 You must add the chatges
to the 4 per cene. Now we have heen
able to get our monsy cheaper than
that, and, mo eover, it is a roverszl of
the policy we adopted of refusing to
borrow 4 p.r cant. money. The ohject
of the redemption loan we placed on the
London market early this year—and
it was successfully floated, over-sub-
scribed-- -

The Peemicr : Tt was underwrilten.

Mr. FRANK WTLSQON: Of coarse.
what else would vou have ?
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The Premier : Is if as much as broker-
age ?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: No ; it is one-
half per cent.

The Premier: And what does the under-
writing amount to?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: It amounts
to 1V per cent. It is as I say, the Pre-
mier knows nothing about his loan. He
says it will not cost him £4 1s. But it
must cost him over £4. 1 say it will cost
from £4 1s. to £4 2s. per ceut., just the
same as other 4 per cent. money borrowed
in the Commonwealth.

The Minister for Works: He said it
would not cost £4 2s,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: What will it
eost then ¥ Will the Premier give us
his figures ¢ Why did we float this re-
dempiion loan last year #  Merely in
order that we might get all our loans on
somewhat the same basis at 3 per cent. or
3% per cent., and in order to get cheaper
nmoney, and make a saving in the interest
pavable of several thousand pounds, and
a total redemption of £18,000. To show
that the Premier has no grasp of this
financial transaction, and what it means
to the State, let me quote a few figures
in regard to the previous loans raised
during the past five vears, or from 1905
to 1910. During that period we floated a
total sum of £6,837,000. The cost of
this money to the State, when repaid at
maturity. allowing for all the under
writing, all the brokerages, all the dis-
eounts, all the advertising expenses, and
everything else. was for 1903, £3 17s. 7d.;
for 1907, £3 16s. 7d.; for 1908, £3 15s.
11d,; for 1909, £3 1Gs. 5d.; for 1909
again. heing a second loan, £3 16s. 7d.
All this ag compared with £4 1s,, which is
the least this loan is going to cost.

The Premier: Where did you raise that
money ?

Ay FRANK WILSON: In London.

The Premier: Why did yon not raise
more wlhen you were getting it so cheap ?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I raised all
we required. The full amount of these
loans added together, including the sum
of €63,000 for renewals was £6,837,000
and the actual net proceeds apart from
interest was £6,478,673, while the interest
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for the life time of the loan. which ex-
tends from 30 years to 40 and 46 years—
the interest payable for the period of the
lonn amounis to £8,805,100. Tt seems
alarming that we should pay £8.805,100
for the use of £6,837.000. but the total
cost of the loan in interest and initial
expenses which the Premier has referred
te, up to date of maturity would have
been £9,163.427. The cost of this money
had we raised it at 4 per cent., without
any expenses, such as fhe Premier has
to meet, would have been £10,044,400 o,
had we adopted the poliey which the
Premier says he has been foreed to adopt,
of raising money locally at 4 per cent.
at par, it would have ecost the State
£880,973 more in interest.

The Premier: No.

My, FRANK WILSON: I say, yes.

The Premier: The Governmenl Actuary
does not say so, and he knows as well as
you,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
has twitted me with having left him no
money to go on with. I pointed out the
position on the Address-in-Reply, aund
said that there was ample money to go
on with. I pointed out the position be-
fore I left office, and I unhesitatingly
say there was no need to rush on the
local market to float a2 small expensive
loan like this. I further say that ar-
rangements had been partially concluded,
and could have been concluded by the
Treasurer with his bankers in London
to secure aceommodation by way of an
overdraft at the bank rate of interest
pending the flotation of a loan in March
next at 315 per eent.

The Premier: What is the bank rate?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I helieve it
is 4 per cent.; hut vou propose to pay 4
per cent, now. It would bave heen better
to pay 4 per cent. secommodalion for
two months than to jmy 4 per cent. fur
20 years,

The Minister for Lands: It was not a
question of two months; it would be
more like seven months.

My, FRANK WILSON: It would he
not more than three months, The Treas-
urer says there is plenty of money to
carry on until the end of this year, and
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in March at the latest he could have put
s loan on the Lovdon market. He can
borrow as much money as he likes in
London.

The Premier: There is no money now.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Has the Pre-
mier had lo go to the banks for an over-
drafi? At one time in Sir John For-
rest’s time the Treasurer had to go to
the local banks for an overdraft to pay
wages. At any rate it 15 bad fto borrow
money locally at high rates. It makes
money tighter for the private borrowers;
it takes the money from the financial
institutions whick, in the ordinary course
of events, would be invested in indus-
trial, commercial, and agricultural ven-
tures. In other words, institutions lend-
ing money to the Government of the
State will not have that money to lend
to private cusiomers, to settlers on the
land, and to those who are trading and
cavrying on the commerce of the couniry,
indeed, those who are vesponsible for
making the country prosperous. The
muere money we can bring inio the coun-
try, especipily a new country like Western
Australia, the hetter it i1s for the people;
and certainly it cannot be a good scheme
to pay anything from 3s. Gd. to 3s. per
cent. more for money than is necessary.
As o maiter of Toet, the Premier has
blundered; he evidently has not con-
sulted his responsible advisers; evidently
he hag been content to tuke some ouiside
advice, and 1 think before he goes any
further e onght to sack that financial
adviser, and, without offence, T might
say he ought {o muzzle that active fol-
lower, the Minister for Works, who is
always wmaking statements and leaving
the Premier to substantinte them. 1 am
thankful fo think (hat at the end of
the next financial year the Premier will
not have even the flimsy pretext of blam-
ing anyone but himsetf. I join sincerely
with him in his high hopes for the pro-
gress of the State of Western Australia
and the welfare of its people; and may I
express the devout wish that the many,
many promises he has made—promises
that he has ineluded and incorporaled in
his Budget Speech—may all be duly re-
wleemed.
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The PREMIER (in reply): If no
other hon. member wishes to speak I
should like to reply to the remarks
of the leader of the Opposition. I was
struek somewhat with the different tone of
the leader of the Opposition to day as
compared with the ovcasion when he, as
Treasurer of the State, with a deficit at
the back of him of over £300,000, cow-
plained of the members of the then Op-
position drawing attention to the nnsatis-
faclory state of our finances. “Why,” lie
said, “should members tell the peojrle of
the world that our finances are unsound.”
Yet to-day he utters the most pessimistic
notes 1 have ever heard in this Chamber.
It appears to me that the hon. member
is not so desirous of considering the in-
terests of the country so far as its
finances are concerned as he is of at-
tempting to belittle those in charge of
affairs for the time being. If it was a
good lesson for the lon. member to preach
to those in Opposition when he -was
Treasurer, it “would be beiter in keeping
with his position as leader of the Oppo-
sition, and as immediate ex-Treasurver,
to set an example by saying that, if the
position is as indicated on the Estimateg,
he wounld render assistance in an en-
deavour to make it heiter and nol utter
such pessimistic notes. It is Lrue the
finances are sound.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Perfectly sound;
but you are making them unsound.

The PREMIER: I have heard so much
about the soundness of the finances that
I am beginning te fear they are such.
‘The “sound” i3 the noise the hon. mem-
ber makes, or that created by the empti-
ness of the Treasmiy ehest. The hon.
member knows full well it is many years
since the Trensury chest has been as near
being so empty. The hon. member might
have told the House that just prior to
leaving the Treasury he cabled to the
Agent General asking whether it was pos-
sible to floal a loan on the London mar-
ket,

Mr. Frank Wilson: No. I cabled as
to whether it was advisable, whether the
tinte was opportune.



1062

The PREMIER: What did the hon.
member mean by cabling if he did net
intend to do it?

Mr. Frank Wilson: Only if the time
wis opportune,

The PREMIER: The hon. member
cabled to the Agent General in London
nfter the result of the election was
known—not prior to it, let hon. members
note—and before leaving the Treasury
e asked if it-was advisable to place a
loan on the London market; and the
veply given to him—not to me—was that
it would be ahsolutely undesirable to at-
tempt to float a loan in London at that
time. Yet we are told by some of the
hon. member’s colleagues who ought to
know better, that the fact that we ave
flouting a loan locally means that London
refuses to make a loan to a Labour Gov-
ernment. The London money-lender is
not 50 much coneerned whether the people
in charge of the Treasury are Labour or
Liberal; he is morve concerned with the
way in whieh the people in charge of
the Treasury are going to deal with the
money from time to time, and when he
diseovers that we are going to pledge the
taxpayers to rvedeem at due date and
spend the money on works that are re-
productive, and on those alone, he will
be more ready to lend money to us than
to fhose branded “Liberal.” The leader

of the Opposition has done no-
thing  this  afternoon  except en-
deavour to misrepresent the posi-
tion and my slatements. I said at

the outset of my remarks vesterday that
it was only fair to explain to the House
and the country the position -of the
finanees as T found them on the 30th
September, after the expiration of one
quarter of the year. I will tell the House
and eountry semething else, that the eon-
dition of affairs I detailed existed in the
Treasury notwithstanding the gigantic
efforts of my predecessor to cause the
departments not to spend any more than
was absolutely essential in September,
and to get in every peuny of revenue
available, bhacause the ex-Treasurer, the
present leader of the Opposition, desired
if possible to balance the finances at the
end of September, three days before the
election was held,
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Mr. Frank Wilson: Why should I not?

The PREMIEE: The hon. member
was not concerned so much about the
finances except as tbey would affect the
election, and I am here now to say that
a civenlar was issued to departments at
the request of the ex-Treasurer, and aec-
cepted by them as meaning that where they
could avoid spending money in Septem-
ber and carry it over to QOctober ihey
shounld do so.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Not at all

The PREMIER: The circular was ae-
cepted as such by the deparimenis, aud,
what is more, they did it; and that is
why I would have been justified in saying
a little more than I did. I could have
said that money was held over and paid
in October that should have been fairly
charged in September.

Mr. Heitmann: Yet he says you cast
a reflection on the officers.

The PREMIER: I am not casting any
refiection on the officers; it i1s on the
files.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Why do you not
produce your fgures?

The PREMIER: ALy referénee when
introdueing the Budget was not to that
point that was so uppermost in the hon.
member’s mind, but knowing he had
done it, he could not avoeid the opportun-
ity of making reference to it as it had
been preying on his mind ever since. I
made no reference to it. My reference
to fair charges against the first quarter
of the finnneial year that had expired,
and which we had to meet in our term,
was to the increases granted by our pre-
decessors to take effect from the st July.
I made no reference to any money held
over in departments from September to
Qctober, but the guilty conscience of the
hon. member eonld noi prevent him from
exposing it, and as a result he makes a
confession this afternoon, although of
course I have to fill in the details to make
it elear.

Me, Frank Wilson:
what is the amount?

The PREMIER: I do not know; it
would be diffieult to discover it. Tet me
tell the hon. member what T did refer to.
The hon. member gave inereases fo one

Give the details;
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seclion of the railway employees, and let
me repeat that I think he and his Gov-
ernment at that time did it for the pur-
pose of playing off one section of rail-
way employees against another.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Not at all.

The PREMIER: I am led to that be-
lief, because at the very time the loco.
men were appealing for an inerease of
wages owing to the inerersed cost of
living, as they claimed, the traffic men
were also making a similar claim; but
the hon. member told the traffic men
through the Commissioner that he wonld
have to consider the matter, and would
require a fortnight or thereabouts to give
a reply, wheveas before that fortnight ex-
pired he gave a reply to the other branch
of the service by giving an increase of Gd.
a day to the men getting 7s. 6d., and an
inerease of 1s. 6d. to the men receiving
13d. a day. Of conrse, the eost of living
to the man receiving 13s. a day wounld be
higher that that for the man receiving
7s. a day! But that was his way of doing
things, and that was one of the charges we
had to meef in the remaining poriion of
the year that were not shown in the de-
ficit on the 30th September. Here is
another fale. Cabinét decided that tem-
porary officers in the public service who
were recommended by their permanent
heads should receive the maximnm of 1ls.
T believe that was decided in September.
Of cowrse, it conld have no bearing on
the elections, because there was a bif of
an agitation in the service, but the faet
remains that it was decided in September,
and it passed through Executive Couneil
and by Executive Counecil was made to
take effect from the 1st October. "The
hon. member was pursning a very ag-
gressive campaign at the time, and two
-or three days before the elections took
place he spoke at Donnybreok. He wired
to the Public Service Commissioner that
‘be nnderstood the inerease given to tem-
porary emplovees was only to take effect
from the 1st QOctober, and he asked could
it not take effect from the 1st July.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Will you read my
wire?

The PREMIER: I did read the wire;
I have not it here. I am giving the effect
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of it. The hon. member said that if there
was uo very sirong objection to it he
would like it to take effeet from that
date, and added, “Please wire me through
the railways because I want to make an
announcement at Donnybrook when
speaking publicly, if it is possible; if it
is not pessible wire throngh ordinary
sources.” The hon. member spoke at
Donnybrook just prior to the election,
and announced what had been done for
the public service, and that the advances
recently granted to temporary employees
was to take effect from the 1st July, It
was not paid in the first quarter of the
year, with the result we have had to find
the money,

Mr. Frank Wilson: To bring them into
keeping with the promise that had been
made that the reclassification should date
from the 1st July.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
signed the Ixecutive Council minute.
Does the ex-Premier tell the House that
he endorses Executive Council minuates
without knowing their contents.

Myr. Frank Wilson: I have not told
the House anything of the sort.

The PREMIER: You said you were
not consulted, The hon. member knows
that particnlar Executive Council Minute
first of all was endorsed by himself, and
eventnally was sent on for Executive
Council consideration,

Mr. Frank Wilson: Ezxaectly.

The PREMIER: And that minute
said definitely and distinetly the first of
October.

Mr. Frank Wilson: That was altered.

The PREMIER: The hon. member did
not consider it necessary to alter it until
the eve of the general election.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Yes; fo bring it
into keeping with the reclassification.
“The PREMIER: The alteration Aid
not take effeet until the election was over,
and a fresh Txeeutive minute had to he
put through the Executive Couneil,

Mr. Frank Wilson: How much is it?

The PREMIER: T do not know, but it
does not matter how much it is. We
have had to find the money, which is a
fair charge on the first quarter of Lhe
year,
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Mr, Frank Wilsen: Bal Low much is

ir?

The PREMIER: I do not know, the
amount.,

Mr, Frank Wilson; What are you

making sueh a Cuss about them?

The PREMIER: The hon. member
recognised whai was woing to happen, and
he wanted to make it as difficult a roe to
hoe as possible for us. The reclassitica-
tion of (he service was proceeding, and
the hon. gentleman on behalf of his Gov-
ernment gave a premise lhal wny in-
creases granted fo the public service
should take effect from the 1st July. That
reclassifiention has not yet heen announced
in any division, and when it is annowneced
and when the inereases take effect we shall
require o {ind the money. The amount
due for the first quarter of the year was
a fair charge to add to the deficit as we
found it on the 30th September,

Mr. Frank Wilson: Then why did you
not add it in October?

The PRUEMIER: Ef the hon. rentle-
man is fair [ think he will admit that my
announcement as to the position on the
30th September was pevfeetly fair.

Mr. Frank Wilson: It is misleading.

The PREMIER: It is absolutely use-
less for me to make a statement. Let me
assare the hon, member that T have never
correeted fansard on my speech on this
matter, and [ have here my speech, and
I see that I directly nse the words Sep-
tember 30th and not July 30th.

Mr. Frank Wison: Let me correet
the hon. member or make an explanation.
I read from the TWest Awustralian of yes-
terday morning as veported. Does the
Premier say he has been misreported in
the West Australian?

The PREMIER: If T had not time
to correct e Hansard veport I had not
time to rvead the West Australian, and I
am not gotng to say the West Awstralian
reported me as read by the hou. member.
I will read again what Hansard has, and
which [ repeat I did not corveet. Tt says—

- Tt must be remembered that the ac-

cumulated deflicit of £28944 as shown

on the 30th September, does not really
indiente the true position, as I consider
thal ihe amounts which have subse-
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quently been paid by way of increase
in salaries and woges, made relrospec-
tive 1o 1st July, would be a fair charze
agninst (he frst quarter of Lhe year. Tt
is diffienlt to say what that means, but it
is well to understand that our predeces-
sors made promises to the civil serviece
thal increases which would be provided,
and which had been provided, would be
made retrospective to 1st July, hul at

the close of Lhe first quarter an 30(h

September, when they left office, they

Liad not poid any of Lhese ineraases, and

it has fallen (o the lot of the present

Government to find that money. There-

fore, the deficit at the end of Septem-

ber should be materially increased by
the amount we had 1o find in order to
keep the promises made by our prede-

CeSSOrs.

Mr. Frank Wilson:
creased.”’

The PREMIER: We¢ do not know
what the increases will be, but let me
point out T did not at any time criticise
the aetion of the Treasurer as to the
£G66,000. T merely mentioned the figures
to show the true position. In some States
of the Commonwealth they add it on each
month to show the deficit, and at the end
of the vear it is vepaid by the depart-
ments and the true posilion is discovered.

Mr. Frank Wilson: That would be an
ineorvect position.

The PREMIER: Not as far as the
Treasury chest is concerned. I repeat,
as a matter of faet £90,000 odd short in
the Treasury in September, £66,000 ad-
vances made to the different departments
recouped on the 30th June.

Mr, Frank Wilson: But you led us to
helieve that was not so.

The PREMIER: Let me come to the
other question, to the advance to the
Treasurer. The hon. member says the
object of providing an advance to tle
Treasurer of £250,000 on the Estimales,
which does not affect the total, is lo en-
able Parliament to give authority to the
Treasurer to use up to that amount in ex-
cess of that provided on ilie Estimates for
unknown expenditure. !

Mr. Frank Wilson: Will the Treasuver
tell me what amount is to be paid by the

Materially “in-
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Treasurer to meet the inereases in future
by the reclussification hoard?

The PREMIER: T had discussed with
the TUnder Treasurer and (he Selicitor
General another method which would show
the trme position on -the Estimates, by
dropping the advances altogether, and
eventually we may earry it out. 1 am as-
sured by the Public Service Commissioner,
who was also consulted, that it is impos-
sible for him to say whalt the amount
will be, and if any particular amount was
shown on the Estimates it would surely
be misundersiood and open to criticism.
He also said it was an unknown quan-
tity, the proper method was to make
provision through the advance to the
Treasurer.

Mr. Frank Wilson:
vou put up for i1t?

The PREMIER : Noi any amount. We
eould have done it by another method,
showing £1 on the Estimates and then
brought in an EFxeess Bill next year, but
we did not desire to do thai, with the re-
sult that we followed the melhod put into
Fovee by our predecessors, by havine a
sum o which (o draw ahove the amount
authorized by Parliament, and bringing in
an Iixecess Bill next session. T.et me point
ont we have provided on the Lstimates ihe
inereases eranfed to the railway men, the
wages and salaried men. Any increases
given arve provided on the Estimates. It
is only to the salaried men in the publie
service who are being reelassified, that
any inereases have to he paid from the
advance to the Treasurer, and what the
amount will be T have no idea, and T am
not justified in showing any amount that
may not be correct. As far as the hon.
member is coneerned, he would not mind

How much have

if it was not corveet, but 1 wani it as

correct as possible.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Do I understand
the railway men ave not to get any in-
creases at all?

The PRIMIER:
their inereases.

Mr. Frank Wilson:
dreases?

- The PREMIER: I aum not in the con-
fidence of the Commissioner, but the Min-
i?ter for Railways will be able to deal-with

They are getiing

Any more in-

That is absoluielv incorreet.
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ihese questions when we get to the Rail-
way hisiimales.

My, Frank Wilson:
increases be paid?

The PREMIER: The increnses given
by the lead of the Government are paid
al the present time.

Mr. Frank Wilson: So they were in my
time.

The PREMIER: Tt was not paid dur-
inz the time the hon. member was there,

How soon will the

We paid it.
Mr, Frank WWilson: They were paid in
the next pay after the increase was

granted.

The PREMIER: When was it granted?

Mr. Frank Wilson: I gave tle dates.

The PREMIER: Jusi before the elec-
tion.

Mr. Frank Wilsen: Some were after
the election, I think in August one lot was
paid. Tt was approved in August and
paid ou the 3rd September; that is be-
fore the election.

The PREMIER: T notice that the ve-
ference in the Il'est Australian is abso-
Intely eovveet with regard to the position
on the 30th September. It says—

It has also to be remembered that the
accumulnled deflicit of £28,994, as shown
on September 30th, did not really indi-
eate the true position, as he considered
that the amounts which had subse-
quently been paid by way of increases in
salaries and wages, made relrospective
to July 1st; would be a fair charge
against the first quarter of the year.
Mr. Frank Wilson: Read on.

The PREMIER: That is the point.
It goes on to say—

the Government having had to redeem

the promise made the civil servants by

the late Government in regard to those
inereases, S )
~ Mr. Frank Wilson: Read further on.

The PREMIER: It snys—

Had tlie late Government kept its pro-

mise and paid those inerenses, the de-

ficit -wonld lave been considerably
greater when the last financial yemr
closed than it had been.
The hon.
member only read the latter portion. I
think I have disposed of the pessimistie
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eriticism by the hon. member opposite.
Let me deal wiik {he question of the loan
at present on the loeal market. I am not
here to compare the costs of the raising
of ihat loan with the costs of previous
loans, but the condition of the Loan Funds
in ihe Treasury were not satisfactory if
we were to continune the works without a
break. I looked aroand te find a market
io obtain money at a reasonable price,
and T am still quite satisfied that the
statement made by the leader of the Op-
position is not correet. This lean will be
no more expensive than some of the loans
raoised on London by our predecessors.
We will inquire into it at a later stage
however, I have already had opinions
expressed on the matter from the Govern-
ment Aetuary as to the conditions under
which the raising of this loan compare
with the conditions of the loans raised in
London; that is 3% per cent, in Lendon
and 4 per cent. here. Wheve the money is
paid it is the same eost to the State.

Mr. Frank Wilson: I am sure that is
not &o.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
may be a better actuary; he may have
missed his voeation. I think that for the
last loan in Londen you got £92 net, and
we shall get £100 here to spend.

AMr. Frank Wilson: I guoted the fig-
ures abont the whole lot.

The Ainister for Lands:
the wrong figures anyhow,

The PREMIER: For the last loan the
Government received £92 19s. 0d. per
cent.; that appears from the table of the
public aceounts.

My, Frank Wilson:
the State?

The PREMIER: The position is the
same. I am assured by the Government
Aectnary Lhat the poesition is (he same, but
the whole matler will receive proper at-
tention.

Mr. Frank Wilson: What did it cost
the State?

The PREMIER: Never mind what
it cost the State, it does not matter.

Mr. Frank Wilson: It does maiter.

The PREMIER: 1t does not matter,
the posilton is the same, I am assured by
the Governmment Actuary. At any rate

You quoted

What did it eost
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the whole matter will receive proper con-
sideration and a comparison will be made
when this loan is eompleted. The whole
cost will be charged up against it, and
the Government Actnary will have the
opportnnity to give an opinion, and I
am confident that, taking over the finances
as we did, we have done an excelien! deed
for Western Australia in providing that
money in order to keep our works going.
The leader of the Opposition eriticised
us severely for raising this money localiy
and taking it away from other channels.
Did my blon. friend worry ahout that
when he bad plenty of monex in ihe
Treasury chest, and yet when the Clom-
monwealth offered him £600,000—-

Mr. Frank Wilson: I wanted ii.

The PREMIER: He wanted it so
much that he immediately transwitred it
to London, and it laid there earnipy 1
per cent. when we were payivg 3 per
cent. to the Commonwealth for is,

Mr., Frank Wilson: Nothing of the
sort.

The PREMIER: I say that it was
laying in London for a number of
mounths; whilst we were paying the Com-
monwealth 33 per cent. it was only earn-
ing there 1 per cent. That is what the
hon. member calls good finance.

Me. Frank Wilson: Nothing of the
sort; it was on fixed deposit ai 3 per
cent,

The PREMIER : It is absolutely
correet, and at the moment when he ob-
tained this money from the Common-
wealth the Treasurer did not require it,
He did not see then that is was not de-
sirable to take money locally, and that
be would be diverting it from other e¢han-
nels. But it is wrong now when anaother
Government raise the monay loeally which
he probably was unable to find. Let me
assure the hon. member a person has to
go away from home to hear what people
think of him, and very often he ecan find
out mere than he wants to know at home,
The late Treasurer, at any rate, was not
desirons of seeing what the people of
Australia thought of his poliey, vet we
within a month give the people an oppor-
tunity of considering our policy, and I
ean assure the Committee again that I
anticipate this loan will be a magnificent
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suceess. I have no more to say, bat I
again repeat that these BEstimates were in
course of preparation when the GGovern-
ment assumed office.  The Treasurer in-
structed the deparimeunls on the 12th
June, 1911, io prepare their ¥stimalss,
which were to be suppiied by 15th July
following, The file further shows that nn
the 5th October the Estimates for the
Lands Department, the Edueation De-
partment, and the Treasury were being
printed, szo that it is obvious that the
Estimates were in counrse of preparvation.

Mr. Frank Wilson: In the first draft.

The PREMIER : I said that they
were 1n eourse of preparation, and T have
just shown that some of themn had heen
printed; and yet the leader of the Oppo-
sition says that I made a wrong state-
wment. I made a correct statement when
1 =aid that the Estimates were in course
of preparation. Let me say in conelu-
sion that whatever may be the feeling
of the hon. gentleman opposite at the
people having conszidered it time that he
should leave the Treasury, he ought to
he a good enouzh citizen to assist us in
facing the position as we find it.

My, Frank Wilson: I am only pointing
ouf vour errors.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
knows the difficulty he had in the first
guarter of the preseat financial year and
the strenuous efforts he made to balance
the ledger prior to the election, and
failed. If that was so, he knows the
position is not improved much to-day.
T again say to the members of the Com-
mittee that with the short time at our
disposal it was impossible for us to re-
adjust the methods of finance. We have
to aceept the position as we find it foc
this financial year, but we shall apply
omrselves closely to this question in re-
cess, and, I believe, with some satisfactory
resulls. But in the meantime, as I said
previously, we have full belief in the
recuperative powers of this State, and
its possibilifies and probabilities. If that
were not so we would not undertake the
works we are puiting in hand to-day, al-
though it will involve us in showing a
deficit. We might have faked the finances
and shown a surplus by neglecting some
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of the industries, but we believe that the

country can vecover itself and that
this monegy which we are spending
will he repaid ftfenfold. We have

the greatest confidence in the future of
the State, and the statement that we are
going fo ecarry on a progressive publie
avorks poliey is horne oul in these Tsti-
mates from the Hrst page to the last.

General debate eoncluded; Votes and
items discussed as follows.

Vote—His FEzcellency the Governor,
£2,760—agreed to.

Votes—Ezecutive Council, £50; Legiys-
lative Council, £854; Legyislative Assem-
bly, £2442; Joint Houses of Parliament,
£7,020—agreed to.

Vote-—Premier’'s Office, £1,000:

Item, Secretary to Premier, £500:

Mr, TAYLOR : This ilem showed an in-
crease of £100; perbaps the Premier
would explain the reason.

The PREMIER: As the head of the
depariment he was responsible for the re-
commendation that the secretary should
receive an inerease of £100 per annum.

Mr, Frank Wilson: Fifty pounds, is it
not? He got £50 before.

The PREMIER : That arrangement
has been altered, Mr. Kessell was not a
permanent officer in the service; his ser-
vices might he dispensed wilh at a
moment's notice, and he had no aceruing
benefits like other civil servants. That
being the case, there was no comparison
between the amounts paid to under secre-
taries of departments and the amount paid
to the Premier’s secretary. Moreover,
the under secretaries were classified by
the Public Service Commissioner, who was
respansible for the salaries, but the Pre-
mier’s secretary did not come under the
hublic service, and it must be remembered
niembers might bave as to the individual
—and there was a certain feeling against
him—the Secretary to the Premier was
worth £500. He performed as much work
in the same time as any other man in the
publie service, and it must be remembered
that the Premier’s office was the medinm
through which passed correspondence with
the Commonwealth, the London office, the
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Home Government, and the Governor, and
the correspondence was of so confidential
a nature that unless there was in the office
a man who could be trusted it would be a
serious lhingz for the Stale. Past Pre-
miers had applauded Mr. Keszell’s work,
but had not had the baekbone to put their
words into effeet before leaving oitice.
He felt that as an employer he should
pay the man he employed the salary which
he was worth. There were never two days
in the Premier’s office when (he work
was of a similar nature. No under secre-
tary in the service was receiving less than
£550, and the gentleman who was secre-
tary to the Premier prior to Mr, Kessel)
oceupying the position received £600, and
liad received it ever since.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The increase
was one of which he eertainly approved.
The posilion was a most responeible one,
and the genlleman who oceupied it should
certainly be § aid the same raie as ihe low-
est pald under seeretary. Whether Mr.
Kessell was the man for the position or
not was not to be discussed, for that was
a personal appointment which rested with
the Premier for the time being, He had
found Mr. Kessell a most painstaking
officer, and always available, and it must
be remembered that the numerous demands
upon the I'remier were a conlinuous strain
on the seevetary. The least they could deo
was to pay a man in that responsible and
confideniial position a salary of £500.
Tn addition to that, Mr. Kessell received
£50 onl of the London Agency Vote; that
brought hiim up lo the level of the lowest
paid under secvetary, and he was well
worlh it

Alv. GREEN moved—

That the item be reduced by £100.
While he was thoroughly aware that the
Secrelary of the Premier was a busy man,
and that the whole of his fime was prac-
tieally taken up, and that he was a speci-
ally trained oflicer, it had to be remem-
bered {hat there were hundreds of clerks
in the serviee who were just as conscien-
tions, and who were just as capable, but
who were not geiting half the salary of
this officer.

My, I'rank Wilson: They have not the
samo responsibility.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr., GREEN: There were secretaries
it other departments whae had just as
responsible duties to perform.

The Premier: Ahsolute nonsense.

Mr. GREEN: Tt eould be imagined tlut
the ex-Premier would regard all lis sub-
ordinate officers as the imporiant men of
the State, just as he regarded himself as
the impertant man of the State. In the
Aines Department there was a secreiary
who was not getfing more than about £210,
and who was just as busy as the seeretary
fo the Premier, and who had just as good
a grasp of his duties.

The Premier: There is no eomparizon.

Me, GREEN: Tt did not even maiter
what {itle au officer held so long as he was
doing respongible work. He cou!d claim
to have a knowledge of the public serviee,
having spent 16 years in it, and he knew
that the tendency was that the man wha
wag under the eye of the head of his de-
partment was more likely to get an in-
erease than the man out back, and who did
not come into contaet with his superiors.
There were ftypists and stenographers,
girls, many of them, who were working for
less than £3 a week, and dozens of clerks
whe were getting from £130 to £180 a
vear, and who really were the people who
did most of the work. He would nol be
a party to agreeing to the increase to the
secrelary of lhe Premier of £2 a week.
In consideration also of the depleted state
of the exchequer it was inadvisable to
grant that inerease.

Mr. TAYLOR: It was to be regretted
that the 1’remier had indicated that there
was personal feeling against the officer
in «question.

Mr. Green: That is not so.

Mr. TAYLOR: Mr. I{essell, the officer
in question, had been known to him for
years, and his services liad always been
spoken of highly by those under whom he
had been employed. He (Mr. Taylor)
however, had always persistently opposed
the establishment of a Premier’s depari-
ment. So far baeck as 11 years ago he
had recognised that there was no necessity
for it, and when the present prineipal
Under-Secretary, Mr, North, was removed
from the position of Under Secretary to
the Premnier it was understood that the de-
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pariment would not be built up again,
That was done in Mr. Leake's time, and
when Sir Walter James became Premier,
Mr, Kessell was sent to him from the Rail-
way Department as a shorthand writer,
and Mr. Kessell was the only officer the
Premier had. Ever since then, however,
the Premier’s department had been grow-
ing steadily. Now it had reached the
dimensions which had existed in 1901
“The Premier always held another port-
folie, and he counld always avail himself
of the services of the officers connected
with that other depariment. The Pre-
mier pointed out that Mr. IKessell had
done his work well, and it was satisfactory
to know that the Premier was satisfied,
but the increase was a very large one to
give in one year. If the item were carried
there would be no doubt aboui the faet
that Mr. Kessell would require other offi-
cers around him, otherwise he would con-
sider that he was not worth the salary he
was reeeiving. It was idle talk to say
that if any hon. member were in that posi-
tion that he would not do exactly the same
thing in order to justify the importance
of the post. It would be interesting to
know how many subordinates the secre-
tary of the Premier had under him at the
present time. A salary of £430 shonld be
regnrded as a decent wage. In point of
responsibility the position was not to be
compared with that of an under seeretary.

Mr. Frank Wilson: I wonld sooner be

an under seeretary than secretary to the
Premier.

Mr. TAYLOR: The responsibility was
not the same. This officer was private
secretary to one Minister as against being
secretary to, perhaps, a large spending de-
partment, It was idle for the Premier to
put forward the plea that the duties of the
secretary to the Premier were of equal
importance with those performed by an
under secretary of a department. If hon.
members wonld look into the question
they would realise that his {Mr. Taylor’s)
statement was nearer to being correct than
was the statement made by the Premier.

Mr. DOOLEY: The amendment was
deserving of support. It was time we

were inereasing from the bottom of the
[37]1
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ladder instead of showing preference to
those higher up.

The Premier: We give increnses af the
bottom of the ladder we control, but the
bottom: of another ladder is under the
classification of the Public Service Com-
missioner.

Mr. DOOLEY: There was nothing he
had to say against the occupant of the
position under disenssion, but there were
many others who were giving services of
far greater value for much less remuner-
ation.

Mr. S. STUBBS: A point being over-
looked by hon. members was that the
occupant of this office ran the risk of
being turned away by each succeeding
Premier, in which case he would not be
enlitled fo any ecompensation whatever.
Those referved to by Mr. Doocley as per-
forming better work for less money eould
not be thus dispensed with at a moment’s
notice.

Mr. Dooley: Yes, they ean.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: At all events, it was
something to be taken into aercount, that
if some day a Premier came along and
determined that the office was not required
its oceupant would. have to go on the
shortest possible notice,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The amendment
ought to appeal to hon. members. He had
found the occupant of the office very
obliging, and apparently conseientious in
the performance of his duties; but he
(Mr. B. J. Stubbs) had ever opposed the
raising of salaries in the higher grades
while officers in a lower grade were in-
adequately patd.  Until the temporary
hands received the increases promised
them prior to the last general eleections
he would oppose any increase whatever
to highly paid officials in the puhlie ser-
vice. The Premier himself had been re-
sponsible for the impression which .led
Mr. S, Stubbs to declare that the oceupant
of this post eould be dispensed with on
very brief notice. As a matter of fact
while it was not a permanent office wet
the present ocenpant was a permanent
official and ecould not be so easily dis-
pensed with, That wonld be seen on re-
ference to pagze 15 of the Pnbhlic Service
list. Alihough receiving £400 a vear as
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secretary to the Premier, that officer had
a permanent position earrying a salary
of £220, This permanent pesition, of
conrze, was just now filled by auother
officer; but if the seeretary to the Prem-
ier were to bLe removed from his present
pozition it would be open to him to resume
his old position at £220.

Mr. Frank Wison: What a fool he
would be.

Mr, B. J. STUBBS: That might be so,
but ihe fact remained that he was a per-
manent officer of the service, and although
his present position might be abolished,
he himself would remain in the serviee.
The present salary the officer was receiv-
ing was sullicient for anyone in the ser-
vice. The position oceupied eonld not
be held to he as responsible as the posi-
tions of under-secretaries of departments
with many officers under them.

Mr. TURVEY: No doubt the Premier’s
secretary was deserving of all the kind
references made, but the Government were
not jusiified in giving the increase in view
of the preseni state of ithe finances, and
in view of the faet rthat many Government
servants had received no inerease for a
considerable number of vears.

Mr. McDOWALL: If the lowest paid
sections of the service would be unfairly
dealt with in consequence of inereases of
this kind, he would not support this in-
crease, boi the Goveramens were doing
all they possibly could do to treat every-
one fairly. A salary was always a ques-
tion of degree. It was absurd to say the
position of secretary to the Premier was
not a responsible one, There was a gen-
eral complaint that we were unable to
keep the really good men in the public
service, because they left the service on
account of the niggardly treatment meted
out to them, When we had good men
doing good work the salaries shonld be
commensurate. The salary paid to Mr.
Kessell was little enough. 1t was merely
the salary paid to the lowest paid under
secretary, and eonsidering there were no
pension attached to it, it was little enough
for a man in a temporary position to re-
ceive to make provision for old age.

Mr. DWYER: No doubt Mr. Kessell
was an execellent secretary, and an ex-

- unserupulous man, might leak out.
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cellent clerk, but the position was scarcely
worth £550, ineluding the allowanee from
the London Agency Vole, and the work
Mr. Kessell did was nof commensurate
with the salary. No organising eapacity
or ability was needed to control the office,
wherens tliere were men throughout the
service with large nurabers of subordin-
ates under them who were not receiving
£500. The fact of having many snbor-
dinates under an officer was prima facie
evidence that the officer was doing mood
work.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It might be &
guaraitee of inefficiency.

Mr. DWYER: If officers were too
numerous the faunlt lay with the Minister
through not exercising proper authority.
It was claimed that Mr. Kessell would not
enjoy a pension hased on the salary he
received as secretary to the Premier, but
the probability was that whenever he
retired from the serviee the pension would
be fixed according to whaf he received
at the {ime of retiring, and not according
to his public service classifieation. Mem-
bers of the Labour party were departing
from their poliey of increasing the wages
of the lower paid State servants, when
they sought to increase the salary of an
officer already well paid at £400; and
even then, speaking from an experience
of 10 years in the publie service, the officer
was receiving the very maximum he was
entitled to and was being liberally treated.

Ar. MALE: One was surprised that
there should be any opposition to the in-
crease to Mr. Kessell. Anyone who had
come into eontaet with that officer and

knew the work whieh he under-
took, and the position he ocen-
pied in the Premier's office was

aware that he fully deserved the in-
crease. The position he oeccupied was
one of great importanece, he was not an
ordinary secretary to the Premier but a
confidential secretary, and information
¢ame within his knowledge that unless
lie were adequately paid, if he were an
The
position is quite worth the salary pro-
posed

Mr. THOMAS: We were unable te
give increases to many deserving public
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servants, yet the Premier selected the
man nearest to himself to grant a favour.
The other eivil servants were at the
mercy of the publie serviee board, but
this officer was selected for special favour
and his ease brought before Parliament
with the strong recommendation of the
Premier behind it. Members had talked
of the growing requirements of the Pre-

mier's office, and that was one
of the reasons +why he intended
to vote against the increase. There

would soon be a second Premier if things
went on as they were going, because the
secretary to the Premier was beginning
to assume much of the importance that
belonged to the Premier himself, and
soon it would be that when the Premier
spoke he would simply have to re-echo
the desires of his seeretary. If the work
wag inereasing so much in the Premier’s
offiee it was time we had another Min-
ister, so as to take some of the work
from the Premier, and not make the Pre-
mier’s seeretary such a highly important
person. Lavgely, his reason for vating
in support of the amendment was that we
could not give the same rate of increase
to others who were equally deserving—
men on the poverty line.

AMr. TROY : It was only beeause he held
the strongest possible opinions on this
matter that he spoke. With other mem-
bers he held the opinion that this officer
was not entitled to the increase. If we
compared the work that had io be per-
formed by this officer with the
work done by other  officers it
would be found his responsibility
was not so great as that of
others. There were wardens in the State
who performed the work of a Supreme
Court judge and they drew little more
than the salary whieh was put down to
this officer. The Deputy Manager of the
Agricultural Bank only received £420,
and the responsibility of this officer was
far greater than that of the secretary
to the Premier. The manager of the
Savings Bank, who was responsible for
some four millions of money, received
only £500 a year. The Government were
not aeting wisely in giving this officer
this inerease while denying it to others.
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The seeretary for the greatest trading
concern in Western Australia, the rail-
ways, received a salary of £550, and if
the increase were given to Mr. Kessell he
would receive a similar salary. The
Crown Solicitor and the Crown Pros-
ecufor each reeeived £550 a year, and
last, but not least, the Under Seeretary
for Public Works, a department which
was responsible for the expenditure of
the whole of our revenue and loan
moneys on works, received the salary of
£3550. Without any personal feeling
against Mr. Kessell, who he helieved was
a valuable officer, his work and responsi-
bility did not entitle him to the same
salary as the other oilicers whose res-
ponsibility was greater-  Beeause Mr.
Keszell came inder the direct observation
of the Premier more eonsideration was
extended to him than to other officers
who did not come under the personal
observation of the Premier or Ministers,
but who did equally impovtant work. He
feli strongly because he did not think it
was fair, reasonable, or just. He knew
Me. Kessell eould make himself in-
valuable to the office, but at the same
time there were hundreds of officers
filling positions equally as important as
that flled by Mr, Kessell. So strongly
did he feel on the matter that he would
vote for the amendment.

The PREMIER: After hearing mern-
bers speak so elogquently against the in-
crease he was satisfied he had hit the
mark exaetly. He took the full responsi-
bility of having reecommended the in-
crease, and, so long.as he held an office
under the Crown where he was called
upon to express an opinion, and he
thought an officer deserved an inerease,
he was going to recommend Parliament
to pay a salary commensurate with the
work performed. Tet him tell the
Speaker, when he referved to the sec-
retary for railways that there was no
such position.  The seeretary for rail-
ways was secretary to ithe Commissioner,
and in the Railway Department every
branch had a highly paid official, and
there was a seeretary to every highly
paid officer. The seeretary to the Com-
missioner was no more than a clerk
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through whom the files were transmitted.
The member for Perth had shown per-
sonal hias.

Mr. Dwyer rose to order.

The CHAIRMAXN: The Premier must
not aceuse a member of personal bias.

The PREMIER: Then he would say
that the member showed bad taste.

Mr. Dwyer: Was the Premier in ovder
in saying that he had shown bad taste?

The CHATRMAN : The Premier was in
order.

The PREMIER: The hon. member had
shown had taste in trving to ridienle the
officer in the manner which be had doene.
Fle {the Premier) still held the opinion
that this officer was nof being overpaid
when he veceived the minimum amount
paid to any under secretary in any other
department. TIn some departments there
were under secretaries who had no more
responsibility than some clerks. Where
there was a big department there were
sub-departments. In the Works Deparl-
ment would anyone claim that the under-
secretary was responsible for everything
that transpired in the department? He
was merely the channe! through which
the files moved from the sub-departments
to the Minister. There was no under
secretary who earvied more responsi-
bility from a Government standpeint than
the secretary to the Premier. Nothing of
importance transpired in the various de-
partments that did not come into the
Premier’s office, and if the secretary was
not a gentleman who could be trusted tlLe
Government might af fimes be landed io
a very difficult position. The gentleman
in that office should receive a salavy com-
mensurate with his responsibilities. Un-
fortunately a lot of feeling had been in-
{roduced into the debate which showed
that it was not the position which was
heing considered but the gentleman who
oceupied it.

Mr. CARPENTER: It was to be hopad
that hefore the vote was taken the Pre-
mier would modify his last statement. Tle
intended to vote for the amendment, al-
though he had known Mr. Kessell for
twenty years and had always held him in
high esteem. The accusation of personal
hias shonld not have been made by the
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Premier, If a mistake had been made ii
was in making {lie amount of the inerense
rather large. TIf £30 had been put down
as an increase there wonld not have been
much objection, but when an officer’s
salary was increased by 25 per cent. the
proportion of the advance seemed rvaih-r
large.

Mr. DWYER: A reference to the pul-
lic service list proved definitely and dis-
tinetly that there was no personal bias
against Mr. Kessell on the part of mewm-
bers who were supporting the amendment,
As one who had long experience of the
publie serviee he could say that if My
Kessel| received £500 a year he would be
paid move, proportionately, than many
other officers in the service. The aceount-
ant in the Treasury received only £430
and his duties were higher than My
Kessell’s,

Mr, Frank Wilson: There is no com-
parison.

Mr. DWYER: The Stores Manager re-
ceived £450, the Government Printer £530,
and the clerk in e¢harge of the Edueation
Department £300, whilst the proposed
salary of Mr, Kessell would place him
higher than the majority of the stipendi-
ary magistrates.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Some of them
work only an hour a day.

Mr. DWYER: But their work was of
tremendous importance in settling the
civil rights between party.and party anl
in nssessing the liability for crime. He
had nothing against Mr. Iessell person-
ally, but be did not believe the position
was worth £500. In the present position
of the finances and when so many civil
servants were underpaid it was not rigat
to give this officer an inerease of £100.

Mr. THHOMAS : To some remarks which
he had marde when speaking at an earlier
stage the Premier seemed to have taken
great exception, There was no intention
of reflecting on the Premier, and if it
appeared that he had done so he desired
to express his regret.

Mr. TAYLOR: 1t was regrettable that
so much feeling had heen exhibited by
the Premier and it was untrue to say
that members were showing any bias so
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far as the hidividual officer was econ-
cerned.
Mr. Heilmann: There is a feeling

against him; I have heard of it.

Mr, TAYLOR : Mr. Kessell had always
appeared to be a most obliging officer and
there was no objeetion to him personally,
but there was an objection to this depart-
ment growing again to the size it was 10
years ago; and if a highly paid officer
were placed in that depariment he would
bhe bound to get a staff around him to
justify his existenee. In some cases the
stipendiary magistrates of the State ve.
celved smaller salaries than it was pro-
posed to give this officer. There was vo
occasion for warmth in dealing with this
matter, and the only bitterness in this dis-
eussion had been engendered by the Pre-
mier. It was to be hoped that was not
going to be the attitude of Ministers in
defending their estimales, because if it
was they would have a hopeless chance
of getiing through their work before
Christimas, Tf this was the way members
were going to be treated, they might as
well deelare the Premier a dietator and
say that no member dare open his mouth
against the leader of the Government. The
Premier when sitting in Qpposition used
to deseribe the supporters of the then
Government as dumb driven cattle, afraid
to open their mouths, and now when he
had men who were prepared to defend
him when he was right in his policy, lLe
must expect them, when they thought
there was an injustice being done, to raise
their voices, and he must allow them that
right as representatives of a liberty-
loving people. If the Premier ihougll
the constitnencies could be represented by
members on their stomaechs in Parliament
he was making a mistake.

The Premier: You have got your voice
again; yon were pretty silent durving the
elections,

My, TATYLOR: Dirt!

The Premier: But you missed the bus.

Mr. TAYLOR : More dirt! If the Pre-
mier was going to lead his party by that
kind of dirt he would find himself mis-
taken; nothing had been said to justify
that remark. Members had only to nots
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the altitude of the Premier in regard to
a perfectly joeular remark on the pact
of the member for Bunbury,

Mr. Frank Wilson: Is the hon. merm-
ber jocular now?

Mr., TAYLOR: No; bat the Premier
would soon expect a rifle to pot a member
every time he rose to speak,

Mr. MeDOWALL: According io the
Public Serviee List the first magistrate
received £700, with £30 allowanee; the
next £700; the next £600; the next £700,
with £81 allowance; the next £560; the
next £680, with a district allowance of
£104; the pext £0600, with a distriet
allowance of £104; the next £520, and so
on. When these comparisons were made
they would be found to he perfeetly fair
and legitimate. The actual salary that
was being paid te the managér of the
bank was a different thing from the
salary heing paid to the secretavy to the
Premier. The secretary occupied: a re-
sponsible position, different situations
cropped up every day, intelligence and
initiative were necessary, and it was ad-
vizable on occagions to he ahle to do
certain things, but the head of a depart-
ment had practieally nothing but routine
work to do from morning till night, and
then he had many assistants. Under the
circumstances the comparisons which had
been made were irrelevant. It was his
intention to support the increase, hecause
if we desired to have good officers we
should pay them decently.

Mr. TAYLOR: The quotations he had
made were taken from page 64 of the
Estimates, where it would be found that
the salaries of the magistrates were sei
down as he had read them. He had not
looked at the Public Service Commis-
sioner’s Report beeause members had not
heen dealing with that, but the Estimates.

Amendment (to reduce the item by
£100) put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves .. . .. 16
Noes e . .. 18
Majority against o2
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AYES,
Mr. Carpenter Mr. B, J. Stubbs
Mr. Dooley Mr. Taylor
Mr. Dwyer Mr. Thomas
Mr. Foley Mr. Troy
Mr. GIII AMr. Turvey
Mr. Green Mr., Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. Heitmann
Mr. Lander {Teller).
Mr. Lewis

NoEa,
Mr. Allen Mr. Moore
Mr. Angwin Mr. Muollany
Mr. Bath Mr. A. N. Plesse
Mr. Colller Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Harper Mr. 8. Stubbs
Mr. Johnson Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Wisdom
Mr. McDowall Mr. Male
Mr. Mltchell (Teler).
Mr. Monger

Palr.—For the amendment: Mr. E. B. Johnston.
Agninst: Mr. A, E. Piesse.

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. GREEN moved a further amend-
ment—

That the ftem be reduced by £30.

The PREMIER: An assurance would
be given to the hon. member that when
the Committee reached the item of £50,
which was provided for the work that
this officer did for the Agent General, he
wonld move that it be deleted.

Mr. GREEN: By permission he would
withdraw his amendment. .

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Vole put and passed.

Votes—Treasurer, £8,795; Aundit,
£8.354; Compessionate allowances, £1,721
—agreed to.

Vole—Government
£18,178:

Mr. UNDERWOOD: In order to prove
consistency he desired once again to call
sttention to the first item, that of the
salary of the manager of the bank, £500.
He had previously peinted out that this
officer was controlling a very great amount
of money, and seeing that increases were
flying arcund, even unto the secretary to
the Premier——

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
eowld not refer {o votes which had heen
passed.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Tt was not a re-
ference which he was making, it was a

Savings Bank,

[ASSEMBLY.)

mere allusion. He had spoken repeatedly
on this item, and if there was a possible
chanee of increasing the officer’s salary
the Government should do so. The mana-
ger of the bank was more entitled to an
inerease than many of those who had
recived inereases. In many of the
sueceeding votes inereases were provided,
and this officer shionld not have been over-
looked. Many officers received consider-
ably more than the manager of the Savings
Bank and did not bave half the responsi-
bility. It was to be hoped the Government
would take into consideration the advisa-
bility of inereasing the amount.

The PREMIER: The position of the
manager of the Savings Bank was a elassi-
fied one in the service, and it had to be
remembered at the present time that there
was a reclassification being conducted by
a special board.

My. Lander: How long has that been
going on?

The PREMIER : For some months now.
Any inereases which would be recom-
wended would be made relrospective as
from the l1st July.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: *Whilst believing
that any person holding a responsible
position as manager of the Savings Bank
should receive a salary commenzurate with
that posilion, he could not help noticing
in the list that junior officers were receiv-
ing as little as £60 a year, while the office
cleaner and night watchman was in receipt
of Ss. a day. We should first show our
generosity among the lower ranks.

The PREMIER: The officers of this
department were all classified under the
Public Service Commisioner’s scheme and
were moved up systematically, Those at
£60 a year were probably boys just oub
of school. If we were going to decide
what salaries should be paid to every
member of the public service we would
require fo abolish the Public Service Aet.

Mr. MITCHELL: It was to be hoped
that if under the re-classificalion the
manager of the Bank was not properly
provided for, the Treasurer wonld see that
justice was done to this officer. Had the
Premier yet received the re-classification,
or any part of it§
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The PREMIER: No part of the re-
classification had yer been reveived, al-
thongh he believed the clerical division
was linished.  The Government  were
desivons thar the several divisions slhoull
be annuuneed fogether.

Mr, Mitehell; Will we wot that hefore
the session closes?

The PREMIER: Xo. *

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Al throngh this
vole it was seen that elerks were paid at
a lower salaey than was paid in the Lon-
don Offiee.  In his opinion. a Savings
Bank clerk should he paid a Faiv salary
Just the same as any other elerk.  The
whole of the Savings Bank list of wawes
was helow the average of the other 1le-
partinents,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—~Gorernment  Stores,
agreed fo,

Vote—Indenting Office, £3,093:

Ttem. Tneome Tax (British), £14:

Mr. MALE:  Wonkd the Premier ex-
plain this item?

The PREMILER : [t was for the purpose
of paving the British income tax on the
salary of an officer in London.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: M. Salter.
whe was the olticer in guestion, had to pay
Wesl Australian ineome tax;, while we
paid kis British ineome tax.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Literary and Seiewtitic (irants,
£14,050.

Trem, 'niversity Exlension Leciurers—
grant o Kalgoorlie Mechanies Tnsiitute,
£25:

My, DOOLEY : Tmmediately Eollowing
upon this there was a similar grant to the
Perth Literary Tnstitute, Tf these granis
conld be made io Perth and Kalgoorlie,
why eould they not be made to Geraldton,
where a leciurer had recenily heen secured
at some expense?

The PREMIER: This was the usual
grant for the seeuring of university lee-
turers from the other States. He had no
knowledze of any leclurer at Geraldton,
but. if at Gevaldton they were encpuraging
leeturers, and made application for a
similar grant, that applieation wonld be
considered.

09—

Vote pat and passed.
Vole—Lithugraphic, £7,035—agreed to,
Vole—London .lgency, £4,622:

A, UNDERWOOD : The ofltee of Agent
tHeneral ought to be abolished.  For five
years he Dhad held that opinion.  The
Commowwenlth had wwow appointed a High
Conmissioner, and all that was reguived
by an dndividual Siale as o representa-
tive in London was a business man io
Pransarct whatever business the Staie Gov-
ernment requived. When it came to al-

_tending banguets e makine after-dinner

speechies Fheve was the Federal High Com-
wissioner to fall back upon.  He would
like to have From the Premier an indica-
tion of the intentions of the Government
with vegard to the post of Agent Clencral.

Tei—xirn Clevieal

Alr, DOOLEY : This was Lhe Wem -
cluding the £30 voled to the Premier’s
seeretary. [t was understood the [Mremier
wag 2oing o doelete the €50,

The Premier: Move to raduce it.

My, DOOLEY moved an amendimeni —

That the item he reduced by £30.

Mr. GNPDERWOOD @ Reducing  this
item by £50 would lenve £20. What cleri-
enl nssistanee wonld that provide?

The PREMIEK : Fu referenee 1iv
the Lowdon Agency generally, the Agent
Gieneral was appoinied for a detinite lerm,
but prior to thte expiration of the present
Agzent's CGleneral’s rerm possibly the whole
of the Ausivaliap Agencies would he under
one voot and {here inight be joiut eifort
in regavd to represeniation in TLaondon.
U'mil sueh ook place the Government
conld nol take any steps.

Mr. Frank Wilson: You will noi do
away wilh our represenlation?

The PREMIER : No. The Govern-
ment wonld need to consider what atti-
tude they would adapi. The £20 ihat
would bhe left in this item if the mnend-
ment were earried was provided. to meet
any sudden rush of work in the London
Arency. Lnst vear £31 was spent in this
direction.

Amepdment put and passed.

Vote {(as reduced to £4572)—put and
passed.

Yate—Printing, £33,158—agreed to.

Assislanee, £70:
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Vit — Pubidiv
£1.100:

Mpe, DOOLEY:  Did the Govermment
intend to vontinue the oflive of Public Ser-
viee Commissioner when the term of the
present lolder of (he position expired in
a lew months? It was a matier eausing
dissatiztfaction right throughout the ser-
vice, and o the interesis of Lhe vountry
aml o contentod and ecompeleni staff of
publie servants it was o matter that <hould
be taken inio sertous considevation, The
svstem of laving an independent Com-
missioner had proved an abzolufe failure.
Though it was hailed with a good deal of
salisfaciion al the hwme il was started,
the vesull had shown that it really had
the effest of driving wood men oul of the
service.

Nervice  ommissioner,

Alr, Frank Wilson: How many have
gone away !
Me, DOOLEY : A tair mumber. Peo-

e claimed (he very essence of the ab-
ility of o departinents was leaving the
service.  Mr. Triges, the Comptroller of
Aceounts in the Railway Depaviment was
one very eapable man whom the Common-
wealth had roshed at o considerably en-
hanced salary.  That was one rase thai
coudd be mentioned o) the spur ol the
munent  {o justify  whal was ¢laimed.
The position of temporary emplovees
under the present arrangemen! was also
a matier for serions consideration,  Ten-
porary employees were nof given more

Ihan eommon lahonrers asked for. But
the disatisfaction against the Public

Serviee Commissioner miainly arose from
the Fact that the Comidissioier had power
to infliet a penalty or to decide n man's
position in the serviee, and if a man with
a grievance in this respect wished to
appeal he fonund himself again eonfronted
by Mr. Jull, and perhaps ireated in- a
very flippant way. Ouwr experience of the
present system showed we conld not hope
for any suecess from its éontinnance, Tt
would be belter to ‘divide the depart-
ments and make the different heads of
the department vesponsibie to the Minis-
ters for carrying ont the administrafion
of their department. and we eould have
a proper court of appeal as was adopled
in the Rallway Department.

[ASSEMBLY.

The PREMIER:  The lon, member
did not zevigusly expeet a proncuncement
in regard Lv what action the Government
were likely to (ake towards the future
employitent of the preseni Mublic Sorviee
C'omiuissioner,

Mr. Dooley: Parliameni wonld not meel
again nutil after the time when the posi-
tion must be ve-affirmed.

The PHEMIER : That was  troe,
e tHie hor, member mast feust the tov-
ernment to deal with sueh matters. That
waz absolulely esseniial, otherwise Par-
liament would have to remain in session
the whole time,  Thiz subjeet Tl not
heen dealt with by the Government, and
it was untair to expect a pronouncement
withoul its having been civen considera-
tion.  The hon. member knew the civenm-
staneas, that Mre. Jull had heen offered
re-appointiient for a period of  seven
vears, and had been granted long service
leave. The Governmenl hud not yel de-
cided whelher they were morally hound
1o accepl the position as arrived at.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Several members
were of opinion {hat the present Commis-
sioner was nol suitable.  They had
desive {o rush things. bul wished to say
in advance that they would be sadly dis-
appointed if the presenf Commissioner
was re-appointed. As the House would
soon  be dizshanded for six mounths, it
wonld not be out of place for members to
ask the Minisivy to hear in mind, when
taking this matter info eonsideration. that
they did not expeet the present Commis-
sioner to be re-appointed.

The MINISTER FOR [ANDS: 'Ha\-
ing in opposition frequently taken up
the endgels on behalf of the Puhlie Ser.
vice (ommissioner, nothing had led him
t6 change hig opinion.  Did memberk
think if possible foir any Government to
appoint a wentleman to 611 the pesition
of Publie Serviee Commissioner -who
conld absolutely =nit every person in -the
communiiy - and ‘every tiember in ‘the
Honse, a1id  nol  sronse eritieisin .or
prompt thoze whe rame under his control
to eviticise or find mmplamr agmnqt hig
actions % ‘

Mr. Dadlev: That is bevond the power
of any man. Bul it i=-the system that is
wrony,
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
would be impossible for any Minister to
fulfil the duties he wounld be saddled with
if the departments were split up under
separate control as the member for Ger-
aldton suggested.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Whart-
ever opinion might be held with regard to
the qualification of one gentleman or an-
other for the position, there was no one
who would deny that it was essential
that the questions of regulating the eon-
trol of the public service and the ques-
tion of promotion—the condilions gener-
ally governing the public service—must
be in the hands of the Commissioner, and
we were not likely to vetrace our steps.
This faet should be impressed upon mem-
bers that we might make a clange every
vear without ever being able to appoint
an officer to that position who wonid
satiefy everyone, and who would bhe ahove
criticism.

Mr. HARPER: The remarks of the
Minister forr Lands met with his sapport.
Tt was an onerons task to fill the 1zosition
of Public Service Commissioner, and it
wotild be impossible to give satisfaction
even 1o a small percentage of those who
were concerned. He knew what the posi-
tion was, and would not have it even for
a good deal more than the Commissioner
was receiving. It would be an easy
enough matter for the Commissioner
(and he would make himself very popular
if he consented) to increase the salaries
of the various officers, but the Commis-
stoner had to be largely guided hy the
financial position of the State, and he
was lavgely controlled by the amount of
money at his disposal. Everyone knew
that at ihe present time the people were
heaving a heavy burden hecause ihey were
only a handful, and the State was very
large, and the resources had not leen
developed to the extent which evervone
hoped for in the near future.

Mr. DOOLEY: It was not Lis idea
that tlte Minister should control and sup-
ervise every individnal member of hLis
staff.  What he desired to convey was
that the Minister controlling the depart-
ment should he the head of that de-
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partment, and administer the working of
the staff throngh his under secretary,
which would be an eminently practical
idea. Then, of course, there might he
constituted an appeal board which could
deal with all troubles which might arise in
that partieular department. That appenl
board would he familiar with the matters
which would be hrought under their uotice,
and they would not have great diffieulty
in dealing with them. He had nothing
to say against the Commissioner except
that it was beyond his human power, or
the human power of anyone. to get a
therough grasp of all the diffevent mat-
ters which came under hiz notice, and
to make himself completely familiar wilh
evervthing, A Jull had not had a pro-
fessional training, and he was called npon
to deal with men of high professional
qualifications.  The Cowmissioner was
the fina] arbiter in all matters, some of
which were of a very intricate and highly
technieal character. So that, while there
was that position in existence, it was im-
possible to expect one man to administer
correctly the varions branches of the ser-
vice. If ench department were controlled
by a competent under secretary, who
would make himself properly acquainted
with every individual in the service,
which was always done in connection with
private employment, there would be no
difficulty in seeing that justice was done,
and then if an appeal hoard were ap-

pointed, there wounld be no doubt
whatever about Jjustice being
meted out. Then the Commissioner’s

duties would be lighter than they were at
present, and greater satisfaction wonld
he given 'to the staff, and the ountcome
would be to create n feeling of enthnsi-
asmm and contentment among the officers
of the service. When officers knew that
special services pat forward by them
were to be vecognised, there would be a
proper spirit erented in the serviee, and
the State would get full value for the
money expended with a minimum amounnt
of worl to the official head.

Mr. TCRVEY: To his mind the fault
did not altogether lie with the Commis-
sioner, who was there to administer the
Act. There had always been discontent
in the service, and when Mr. Jull took
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charge, it was stated that the service was
seething wiik discontent. Mr, Jull had
an arduous task te earry ount in having
to deal with such a number of public
servants. 1t was well to remember that
in dealing with them he had freguently
to deal wilth appointments that were pro-
posed. AMembers representing partien-
lar electorates often had oceasion io eall
on permanent heads in regard to ap-
pointments, and they were told that the
matters had been passed on to the Public
Service Commissioner, Frequently indi-
vidoal grievances existed, and it wag not
possible to get redress from the par-
tienlar department, and members on
making investigations were ecalmly told
that the matfer had been passed on to the
Commissioner, who had to deal with the
grievances, There was great discontent
at the present time among the temporary
employees, and that matter it was to be
hoped ~vould be remedied in the near
future. Those employees who had been
for a number of years on the temporary
list should be given the opportunity to
retain their positions as permanent em-
ployees, provided, of courss, that they
had proved themselves men of werit. It
was noticed that the number of tempor-
ary employees was steadily increasing
year after year, and that had given great
concern. The public service should
be given a proper appeal board. If one
read the sixth annual report of the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner, it would be
found that the Commissioner bad dealt
with the service in a most capable man-
ner, so far as the existing Aet would
permit him, The remedy lay in the
amendment of the Act, by which the e3-
jsting anomalies might be removed. If
in the Public Service Commissioner we
had an officer who gave general satisfae-
tion to the service, that wounld be the
worst recommendation that officer could
possibly have, To memhers who believed
that the Commissigner was responsible
for alleged grievances, he would say let
us have samething specifie, and if these
specific cases were bronght forward and
proved, he would he the first to say that
the Commissioner should be sent about
his business, but until that was done

[ASSEMBLY.]

it was not fair to cast all the blame upon
Mr. Jull,

AMr. UNDERWOOD: After the speech
of the Minister for Lands it was clear
that the disgraceful reappointment of
Mr. Jull by the late Minisiry would be
ratified by the present Ministry.

The Minister for Lands: I did not say
it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: No, but it was
easy to read between the lines. He was
sorry that this decision should have been
arrived at. Mr. Turvey had said that
when Mr. Jull was appointed seven years
ago the service was seething with diseon-
tent. It was common knowledge that the
service still seethed with discontent, and
that the Publie Service Commissioner had
proved to be absolutely incompetent. Al
that Mr. Jull had done in that time had
been to increase the seething of the
diseontent; that being so it was time
we tried somebody else.

Mr. TAYLOR: The first Labour Gov-
ernment  had passed the Bill which
led to the appointment of Mr
Jull in  the teeth of bitter op-
position.  Unfortunately, immediately
after the appointment of  Mr.
Jull, those who had so strongly opposed
that appointment took over the reins of
office, and without any personal feeling
he eould say that in his opinion for the
firgt three or four years the Public Ser-
viee Commissioner had not received from
the then Government that sympathy
which was necessary for him to make a
success of the position. Had Mr, Jull
come from some other country he wonld
have been in a much better position to
administer the Aet, beeause he wounld have
had so mueh more sympathy from the
Government. Had there not been a
change of Government, had those who
opposed his appointment not suddenly
gome into power, Mr. Jull wounld have had
reasonable sympathy extended to him in
his task. Mr. Jull had always proved
himself to be a highly capable officer, and
it was questionable whether any other
man in the position could have done bet-
ter work than My, Jull had done.

Mr. MITCHELL: Tt would have been
utterly impossible for Mr. Jull to carry



[15 Deceaser, 1911.]

out his work satisfactorily, as he had
done, had he not had the assistanace of
the under secretaries, whose duty it was
to protect those under them and to see
that the Public Service Commissioner was
made aware of the value of every man in
the respective departments. It would be
a great pity to reveri to Ministerial con-
trol. To begin with, Ministers had not
the necessary time to give to the detail
of staff appointments. Mopreover, under
the system of Alinisterial control the
officers ngar to Ministers were apt to re-
ceive unduly favourable treatment. Un-
der a Public Service Commissioner it was
very different. It might at least be
claimed for Mr. Jull that he had great
common sense and a wide experience of the
departments in all their ramifications. It
had been said that the Public Service
Commissigner had at times wmade ap-
pointments which had not proved satis-
factory. Be that as it might, it was evi-
dent that My, Jull had on the whole been
highly suecessful, and probably no other
man in his position would have been able
to eclaim so large a percentage of tho-
roughly sueccessful appointments made.
In appointing My, Jull the first Labour
Government had selected wisely. It was,
of course, impossible for Mr. Jull to give
satisfaction all round, but if Ministers
would but allow him Mr. Jull would be
very pleased indeed to increase salaries,
and it was the necessity for such in-
creases rather than any shortcomings in
My, Jull himself which was the sore point
with the service. It was fashionable to
blame the Public Service Commissioner
for all that happened, but Mr. Jull was
not always to hlame; for, after all, he
had but to recommend, and his recom-
mendations were not invariably endorsed
by Ministers. During the past three or
four yvears the members of the late Cab-
inet had learned to appreciate Mr. Jull
at his true worth.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T suppose he did
everything you wanted.

Mr, Dwyer: And yon gave him his re-
ward by reappointing him.

Mr. MITCHELL: Why should he not
be reappointed for long and faithful ser-
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vices? 1 have had six years' experience
of Mr, Jull and found him very helpful.

Mr. Heitmann: Did he appoint those
three experts of yours?

Myr. MITCHELL: Yes.

Mr. Dwyer: Who recommended them?

Mr, MITCHELL: Mr. Jull had recom-
mended them,

Mr. Dwyer: Whe appointed them?

Myr. MITCHELL: The then Minister
for Launds had appointed them, and the
appointments were to My, Jull’s eredit.
During the six years to which he had re-
ferred, the depavtments, throngh M. Jull’s
good offices, had got rid of a nwmnber of
underserving officials. The Commissioner
had many unpleagani duties to perform,
and he had performed them fearlessly. In
the inguiries whieh frequently took place
he had displayed great abhility and he
had done justice both to the officers and
to the country. If he had earned uapopu-
larity it was because he had done justice
to those who had employed him, and be-
canse he had not had the money at his
disposal to recommend larger salaries in
the service. So far as his re-appointment
was concerned, the late Government de-
sired that the reclassifieation should be
cavried out, and they considered that it
would be unfair to ask Mr, Jull to start
the classification unless he was to be given
an opportunity to complete it; and when
he asked whether the Government had eon-
fidence in him and intended to re-appoiné
him they unhesitatingly replied in the
affirmative.

The Premier: How could you give him
nine months’ leave of absence from April
if he could not complete his classification?

Mr. MITCHELL: He would complete
his classification before he obtained his
leave. He was entitled to 12 months
[eave.

Mr. Swan: He is entitled to permanent
ieave, and that is what he should get.

Mr. MITCHELL: The late Government
had been justified in re-appointing Mr.
Jull, for there was no other man in the
community who would fill the position as
well. They considered he had done his
work well, and they took the responsibil-
ity of re-appointing him. It was to be
hoped that that re-appointment would be



1050

confirmed. During six years’ experience
of Mr. Jull he had found him a most eapa-
ble gentleman, and members should re-
member thai he was noi in the House to
speak for himself, and that many who
condemned him knew litile of the service
except what they heard from discontented
men. The discontent in the service was
due to the smallness of the salaries re-
ceived by many men at a time when the
cost of living was high.

Mr. Dwyer: The eclassifieation has a lot
to do with it.

Mr. MITCHELL: The real trouble
was that the public servants wanted more
money. However a reclassification was
being made, but even after it was ecom-
pleted there would still be discontent. His
sympathies were with the married men
who received small salaries, but the Treas-
urer had fo make both ends meet, and ex-
cept by very rigid economy he could not
increase the salarvies very muech.  The
Public Service Commissioner deserved
well at the hands of the Goverment and of
Parhament, and it was to be hoped that
he would oecupy the position for many
years, for if a ehange were made the ser-
viee wonld soon wish him back.

Mr. SWAN: It was to be hoped that
the member for Pilbarra had misjndged
the intenticns of the Ministry in regavd
to the appointment of Mr. JFull, because
the sooner that gentleman was got rid of
the better it would be for the service and
for the country. If he had not been re-
appeinted, an appointment would be made
before Parlinment met again and members
-shounld take the opportunity of indieating
their opinion. The majority of the mem-

bhers Delieved that the sooner M.
Jull was out of the service the
heiter serviee the State  would
have. The member for Northam

had stated that My, Jull had got rid of
many undesirable servants, but that mem-
ber. together with My, Jull, had got rid
of some of the State’s most capable offi-
cers and left in the service some of the
biggest wasters ever inflicted on a com-
munity. The public service would be all
the better if some of the under secretar-
ies as well as Mr. Juil could be got rid of,
and that was whai he as a supporter of
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the Government expected them to do.
Was the Public Service Commissioner re-
sponsible for assisting the present mem-
ber for Northam in his beautifully
thonght-out scheme for settling eivil ser-
vants on the land?

Mr. Mitehell: He had nothing to do
do with it,

Mr. SWAN: Then there was one charge
removed from Mr, Jull, because this was
the worst proposal ever worked out in
any community., It had resulted in giving
the State a lot of indifferent settlers and
depriving the scrviee of some very rapa-
ble officers. Good men who had been kept
back from promotion by incompetents in
the departments had gone on the land and
many of them had made a failure.

Mr. Taylor: Some of them are doing
well.

Mr, SWAN: Very few of them were
doing well.

Hon, W, C., Angwin: It has been a dry
season, you know,

Mr. Mitehell: The member for North
Perth knows nothing about it.

Mr. SWAN: When the member for
Northam bhad spoken the last word had
been satd. He knew something about the
incompetence of the Publie Service Com-
missioner, and the incompetence of the
late Minister for Lands at any rate. Dur-
ing My, Jull’s reign we had built up the
most discontented public service in the

Commonwealth. Whatever that gentleman

might know ahout the eclerical staff he
knew nothing abont the professional staff
who forrmed a large and important por-
tion of the public serviee, If a motion
were nade to reduce the item by a nom-
inal *amount members could indieate to
the Government their desire that Mrv. Jull
should nol be re-appointed if it was pos-
sible to avoid it.

AMr. DWYER: The member for Nor-
tham had referred to the number of ecivil
servants in the Perth electorate, but there
were just as many in the Northam elec-
torate, in West Perth, East Perth, and
Claremont, and in many other econstitu-
encies represented by both Government
and Opposition members.  The public
service was a good service, and an efficient
one, and we had only ourselves to blame
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if it was not a loyal one. That it was
seething with discontent was not alto-
gether because salaries were not inereased,
but because of the classification fixed by
the present Commissioner, who had neither
the trust nor the confidence of the service.
Mr. Jull was practically a Czar, notwith-
standing the liberty that rested on Min-
isters. The only thing that would justify
a man being a Czar would be his posses-
sing the trust and the confidence of the
service.

The Minister for Works:
_easily purchase that.

AMr, DWYER: Unless a man’s per-
sonality and heart qualified him to merit
the confidence of others, all the bribes he
conld hold oni would not gain him that
trust and confidence which, for instance,
we repose in our judges. M. Jull would
not consciously deal unjustly with any
wman or any body of men, but the public
service would not be so discontended un-
less there were contributory eauses in the
person of the Commissioner, There were
‘always personal grievances in any ser-
viee, but grievances were not general
throughont a service unless there was
some fundamental reason. The Publie
Service List was the strongest indiet-
ment that could be hrought against Mr.
“Jull, because it showed there were 8524
officers on the femporary staff as against
only 1,329 on the permanent staff. The
relative proportion was the strongest
condemnation of Mr. Jull’s administra-
tion.

- Hon. W. C. Angwin: He is always
drawing attention to it.

Mr. DWYER: Why was it the Com-
missioner complained about it ? Because

*apparently he was incompetent to indi-
cate a remedy. He had beeu in office
sufficiently long to snggest one, and
showed little acquaintance with the Aectl

_in ¢laiming it did not allow him to get a
remedy. The sixth annual report of the
Commissioner, the sixth milestone in his
eareer as Commissiener, every milesione
only serving fo accentnate the discontent,

" vontained a list of grievances to which
the Civil Service Journal, just to hand,

_ had replied seratim.

*ing with the Commissioner’s

He eonld

report,

Menthers, in deal-
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shonld consider the Civil Service Associa-
tion’s reply at the same time. The past
Ministry, in the throes of their death
agonies, with the shadow of death hang-
ing over them, and with their graves
being dug, and without hope of resurree-
tion, had re-appointed Mr. Jull in order
that their suceessors might earry him and
the grievances of the public servants on
their backs. It was an action wholly un-
justifiable, and wrongly eoneeived and
carried ount. It was to be hoped some
means would be found of ascertaining the
wishes of the serviee in veference to the
re-appointment, or, if it was not found
possible to cancel the whole seven years,
of fixing some term whereby there would
be some means of redressing the discon-
tent and trouble under which the public
servants existed. There was no need for
the reappointment. Apparently Mr. Jull
did not associate himself with the two
new Commissioners, and left them to
wander at their own free will through
the service and place their recommenda-
tions Lefore him, evidently considering
he understood the needs and require-

ments of the service without per-
sonal investigation. These two gentle-
men who undertook fhe re-classifi-

cation of the clerical division were also
doing the professional division, but it
was an absurdity to classify professional
men by men with no knowledge of the
intricacies of the professional staffs’
duties, status, and vequirements. When
engineers and surveyors had to be classi-
fied as well as other professional gen-

. tlemen the serviees of n professional

should be ohtained to carry ont the duty.

The Minister for Works: What pro-
fessional man would you get?

Mr. DWYER: In the case of engineers
and surveyors t(he proper professional
nuan would be a gentleman who possessed
the dual qualifications of engineer aud
surveyor,

The Minister for Works: You may he
surprised to know that My Jull possesses
these qualifications, It shows that you
are talking of a thing you know nothing
about. :

Ar. DWYER: Ii would indeed surprise

" him to learn that and he challenged the
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Minister to place Mr. Jull’s gualifications
on the table of the House.

The Minister for Works: Will yon
withdraw and apologise if I do ?

Mr. DWYER: Certainly, both to the
Minister and to Mr. Jull. It is to be
lioped that the reappointment of Mr. Jull
would not be carried out and that some
means wonld be found to restore content-
ment Lo the service from which the Gov-
ernment expected loyalty.

Mr. SWAN: In order to get an expres-
sion of opinion from members which
would gzive an indication to the Govern-
ment how the Committee felt on the sub-
jeet he moved an amendment—

That the vote be reduced by £5.

The CHAIRMAN: It was ruled soue
years ago that a vote could noi he reduced
by a uominal sum and it was his inten-
tion to adhere to that ruling.

Mr. SWAN: 1f it was necessary lo
move a substantial sum he would alter his
amendment and make it read—

That the vote be reduced by £105.

His sole desire was to give an indication
to the Government of the opinion of
members oun the subject. Mr. Jull had
served the purpose of the late Gevern-
ment as a scapegoat very well, and the
reason for that gentleman’s permanent re-
appointmeni conld well be understood.
The late Government thought that if they.
managed to weather the gale at the elec-
tions Mr. Jull would continue to serva
their purpose and if they were defeatad,
by having reappointed bim, they would
be protecting an old friend against the
incoming Government.

Mr. HRITMANN: It seemed a pity

that mewhers had not been given an
opportunity fo discuss the merits or de-
merits of this particular officer or rathar
to discuss the question of the whole of
the civil service and the Public Service
Act. When the Act was introduced to
Parliament the objeect was to prevent
political and ouiside influence being
brought to bear in eonnection with ap-
pointments to the service. It was well
known that the party then in Opposition
were bitlerly opposed to the measure and
as stated by the member for Mount Mar-
garet the Bill was partly through the
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House and the Commissioner aelually ap-
pointed when the Government were turnc.d
out, and the then Opposition assumed
office, The member for Northam indiear.d
that two or three years after the Govern-
ment took office the relaiions between that
Government and Mr. Jull were not of the
best.

Mr, Miichell: T did not convey that
idea, I said there was a better under-
standing in later years.

Mvr. BEITMANN: That amounted to
the same thing. Two or three years after
Mr. Jull was appointed he fell foul of
the Government on mauy oceasions and
if the information given him was correct,
Mr, Jull was not allowed to administer
the Aet as it should have been adminis-
tered. Whenever Mr, Jull came into con-
fliet with the wishes of the Goverament,
Mr. Juoll was of eourse at faunlt, and aftar
a couple of years of this kind of fighting
he had to admit defeat, The complaint
against My, Jull—if it was a complaini—
was that he was not sufficiently strong 10
overcome the Government. I was well
known that the last Government had no
sympalhy with the Public Service Act be-
cause they could not make appointments
as they liked. Hundreds of appointmenis
had been made to the temporary staff,
many of which should have been made an
the permanent staff. Mr. Jull had had
very little to say in regard to these ap-
pointments and a number of cases were
known where Mr, Jull's wishes had heen
flonted. A ease in point was with regard
to the inspectors of the Eduneation Depart-
ment who eame under the Public Service
Commissioner. The year before last ap-
plications were ealled for the position of
inspector, and Mr. Jull decided to make
a certain appoinfment, but rather then
fall in with his view the Governmeni
withdrew the matier from him and instead
of appoianting an inspector they ap-
pointed what they ealled an advisory
teacher, who was an inspector pure and
simple.  Several instanees in the same
direction could be guoted. Qne hon, mem-
ber had indicaled that it would be pre-
ferable to go back to the old system and
allow the control of the department to he
in the hands of the under secretaries. Im
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1904 when the Labour party wer® in office
the finances were such that it was neces-
sary to make some retrenchment and the
then fiovernment indicated that if had
to be brought about. What was the re-
sult? Some of the under-secretaries, knew-
ing that some of the men who were elose
to them had more ability than themselvos,
recommended (hat these men, who were
the best in the serviee, should be
retrenched,  That, however, was not sue-
-cessful  and the Governmment were
prompted to bring in the Public Service
Act. 1t wonld be a pity if the Publie
Service Act were now repealed because
members and Ministers could get out of &
lot of trouble by having it on the statute-
hook. Members of Parliament were forved
lo endeavour to obtain positions in the
service for friends, or the friends of
friends, and that kind of thing had been
carried on by the last Government. Over
300 positions which should have been per-
manent were now filled by temporary men.
It woild he dizasivous if we placed on
the shoulders of the Ministers the whole
of the conirol of the service; moreover, it
wounld not be fair to them, nor would it
be fair to the publie. Anolher case migut
be quoled to show what eould be done v
having so many temporary men in the
service and having so many officers aul
of the Commissioner’s control, A short
time ago a man was appointed Inspector
-0 Health on the temporary staff and le
was found to be unsuitable. It was
suddenly diseovered thal his services were
required at Bunbury and as it happened
# Minister of the Crown wired to his
colleague in eharge of that department
asking that the inspector, owing to illness
in his family, might be given a week’s
holiday; the officer was granted that leave
and he canvassed against a Labour candi-
date at Bunbury. A Ittle later on the
acting chief officer in the Health Depart-
ament discovered one of this officer’s re-
poris and it led him to believe the man
was not eompetent. The officer was at
ronce dismissed. The officer received his
notice at five minutes to 12 and at 12
®elock sharp Mr., Connolly—then Cola-
nial Seerelary-—rang up and said, “Why
-was this man dismissed ; you must put him

back.” The acting chief health officer was
a man who eonld not be bluffed and said,
“This man is nol coming back to my de-
partment; you ean put him somewhere
else if voun like”  (enerally speaking,
after having listened lo the erilicisms cof
lhon. members one would imagine that
discontent existed in those departmenta
controlled by the Commissioner. As a
matter of fact, there was more discontent
and more justification for discontent in
the Education Department at the present
time, which was not under Mr. Jull’s con-
trol, than in any other branch of f{he
sevvice. Kighteen months ago it had only
required fonr or five members of ‘ihe
Labour party to suggest to the men in
the Railway Department to stop work,
and the whole of the service would have
been disloeated. Yet the Public Serviea
Commissioner had nothing whatever to do
with the Ratlway Department, He was
nol prepared to say that Mv. Jull had
been an unngualified suecess, but had that

officer received any sympathy from the
Government  he would have been even
mare of a success than he had been. No

man in the world could give satisfaction
to the whole serviee, and it was to be
remembered (hat Mr. Jull was in his office
to protect the taxpayers’ money. There
were many anomalies in the department,
it was trne, but they were due largely 1o
the weaknesses in the system. It was
well nigh impossible for any one man
to grasp all the technicalities of the pub-
lic service, but with a properly constituted
appeal board many of the existing diffi-
culties would he overcome.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
diffienlties in eounection with Alinigterial
control of the publie service were almost
insurmountable. It would he difficult
enough even if we had a svslem somewhat
on the lines of that of the Railway De-
partment, and controlled by oue individ-
ual, but in respect to the puoblic serviee
there were five or six Ministers conivol-

ling practically one hody of servants
split up into many sections. One Min-

ister might have a particular regard for
a particular officer, and might conscien-
tiously raise his salary, but immediately
this was done every other officer of the
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same grade in other departmens wonld
at once become discontented. We had had
Ministerial contrel, and found that polit-
ical patronage created most of the diffi-
colties, and it was heeause of this that
the Public Service Act had been intro-
duced. Mr. Dooley had declared that the
Public Service Commissioner had no ex-
perience; but, as a matter of faect, Mr.
Jull had been selected on acequnt of his
wide experience, both in the Railway De-
partment and in the Publiec Works De-
partment. As Under Secretary for Publie
Works Mr. Jull had large numbers of
nen, of all grades, under his supervision,
and this had afforded him most valuable
experience; moreover, My, Jull had been
teained as a professional man previous fo
his taking a position in this State. The
main point was thal the discontent of
te-day was among the officers outside the
control of the Public Service Commis-
sioner. The difficalty was not with those
under the Publice Serviee Commissioner,
but with those who agitated to be allowed
to come nnder the Publie Service Act and
the Commissioner, Of course, a number
who were already under the Act were
diseontented, but he knew of his own ex-
perience that many of those were absolute
drones, at least sueh instances had come
under his notice.

Mr, Dooley: You find that sort of
thing everywhere; they are in the min-
orify.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was this minority of dissatisfied servants
who weve responsible for all the grumb-
ling. He had spoken on this question from
both sides of the House, and had always
maintained the same atfitnde. The Publie
Service Commissioner, whoever he might
be, could not hope to give satisfaetion
to all in the service, He (the Minister)
was eonvineed that it would be impossible
to improve upon Mr. Jull as Publie Ser-
viee Commissioner. On several oceasions
he had investigated grievanees on the
part of public servants, and had invaria-
bly found that the trouble centred rvound
the appeal board, that the dissatisfaetion
was levelled against the Aet. The Rrst
deficiency was the appeal hoard, and the
next arose out of the fact that the classi-
fication was set down in the Act, whick
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prevenied Mr. Jull going outside of it.
It was impossible for Mr. Jull to do
justice to his position while he was so
trammeled. Then the Public Service Com-
missioner had ne authority over ile tem-
porary hands. The Government were in-
troducing a Bill to overcome the diffienl-
ties of the appeal hoard, the classification,
and the remporary staff. YWhen that was
done, all that was possible and indeed all
that the public servants desired, wounld
have been done. IIe was confident that
1t a referendum of those under My, Jull
were to be taken as to whether My, Jull
should be retained, S5 or 90 per cent. of
the vuters would vole in favour of the
retention of Mr. Jull, provided that the
Act was amended as they bad always de-
sired,

Mr. Dooley: Would yau he prepared
to take that referendum?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Fer
his part, there was no objection to such
a referendum. But it was wholly unfair
to make an attack upon the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner when that officer was
grievously hampeved by the limitations
of the Act. With the amendment of
the measure general satisfaction wounld
be expressed by the public servants, and
the seething discontent, of whicli so much
was heard, and so little discovered, would
be lost sight of for ever,

Mr. MONGER: The eulogy of the
Public Service {‘ommissioner by the Mi..-
ister for Works was very contrary to the
expression of opinien which had come
from the Premier six weeks ngo, and it
was diflicult to see how the Premier could
reconcile his statement on that oceasion
with his refusal {0 make an annonncement
to the Committee in regard to ihe renewal
of Mr. Jull’s appoiniment. In the Test
lustralign of 3rd November tliese head-
ings appeared: “The Public Service.
Position of Commissioner. Mr. M. E.
Jull reappointed. Act of the late Gov-
erniment.  Interview with the PPremier.
Appeintment strongly denounced.  As-
stounded at the news. 3Alosi monstrons
thing ever heard of.”

The Premier: So it was,

Mr. Green: It was the method of the
appointment.
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Mr. MONGER: There had been evi-
dently some strong feeling in the mind of
the Premier at that iime, for on the fol-
lowing day there had appeared an inter-
view in the same paper headed: “PPublie
Service. Reappointment of My, Jull
Further statement by the Premier. No
binding effect in law.”  Then ihe Pre-
mier in the course of his remacks had
said—

I have further ascertained, however,
that the matter has not heen submitted
to the Execeutive Couneil. In any event,
the present position is that the Cabinet
approval referred to has no binding
effect in law until approved by the
Governor in Exeeutive Council.

The Premier: Hear, hear.

Mr. MONGER: It wus hoped generally
that the Premier would follow up that
interview with a definite anncuncement
as to the Government’s intention in re-
gard to Mr. Jull. In his first interview
the Premier had stated “We will hear
what Mr. Wilson will have to say when
Parliament meets in the course of a few
days.” Mr. Wilson had given his ex-
planation, but the feeling still existed
in the minds of the public that the Pre-
mier would make an announcement at an
early date, either confirming the inter-
view in the TFest Austrelian or giving
some explanation of his threat to re-
pudiate the contract entered into by the
previous Governwent,

The Premier: I said noihing of
sort.

Mr. MONGER: The inference was
there, for the Premier had said that the
appointment had no hinding effect in
law. Surely the inference was that he-
cause it had no hinding effeci the Gov-
ernment were not going to ratify the
agreement.

The Premier: Oh, no.

Mr. MONGER: It was a matter for
satisfaction that the Premier in his
calmer moments had come to the con-
clusion that it was not so iniguitous an
arrangement to give Mr. Jull a further
term of office.

The Premier: You draw a lot of in-
ferences.

Mr. MONGER: The Premier had evi-
dently eome to the conclusion that M.

the
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Jull was a competent officer, but he was
not man enough to state in the interview
referred io that he had made a mistake.

The Premier: No, T did not; I will
repeat every word of it.

Mr. MONGIER : Would the Premier re-
peat that it was the mosc wonstrous thing
ever ieard of?

The Premier: Absolutely.

Mr. MONGER: And yet the Govern-
ment were going to carry out what ile
Premier {ermed the most monstrous thing
ever lieard of.

The Premier: Who said so?

The Ainister for Lands:
metliod of appoiuiment,

Myr. MONGER: The Premier should
make an announcement this evening. This
was not the first sensatlonal announce-
mgnt he had made since becoming Pre-
mier, and if he had made a mistake in
this matter it would be a warning to him
in future not to rush in and condemn the
actions of the previous Government and
then, within a few weeks, practically
have to eat his own words. People would
come to the conclusion, if there was no
announcensent from the Tremier (lus
evening, or before the prorogation, that
he had made a mistake, and that any
future bluff and bluster on his part must
be taken in the same way as his condemn-
ation of Mr, Jull.

. The Premier: That is absolutely inecor-
rect; I never condemned Mr. Jull.

Mr. SIWAN: The Minister for Works
had, as usual, spread his gnardian wings
over Mr. Jull, and had dealt wilh fhe
amendment as if ii was the desire of mem-
bers 10 upset the Public Bervice Aet. That
was nol so. The amendment was aimed
at the preseni Public Service Commis-
sinoer, who was a wan ineapable of satis-
faclorily carrying out his duties.

Mr. ALLEXN: Alihough having received
a good deal of support from the civil
servants, not once during the whole of his
campaign had he heen asked on the public
platform whether he was in favour of
the removal of Mr. Jull. Surely, if Lhere
had been any desire on the part of civil
gervanis (bat Mr. Jull shonld be removed
that would have been one of the first
questions put to candidates. There was

It was the
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undounbiedly a good deal of disconient in
the Public Service, but there was diseon-
tent in every branch of industry.

The Premier: There is even diseonient
among the land agents.

Mr. ALLEXN: There was discontent also
amongst Ministers and amongst Minis-
terianl members who were trying to get
another £100 a year added to their salaries.
The position of Mr. Jull was a hard one
to fill, and if he had made a misiake it
had been in not ealling in experts to assist
him in his classifieation of the professional
division.

The Premier: The Government should
have done that for him.

Mr. ALLEN: Possibly when the amend-
ments indieated by the Minister for Works
were bronght down a more contented ser-
viee would be the result. A good deal of
the discontent had been fomented by can-
didates seeking return to Parliament, and
one candidate had cirveularised all eivil
servants and promised to nrge an increase
of 23 per cent. in their salavies. It was
to be hoped the Government would do
what they could to allay the diseonient,
and that in making any increases t{hey
would start at the hottom of the tree,
and not at the lop of the tree as had been
done in the past, and an instance of which
had been given this afternoon in the in-
crease of £100 to the DPremier’s seere-
tary. The amendment should nol be ear-
ried, for it wounld be unfair {o express an
opinion that Mr. Jull should be removed
without having the opinion of the service
to that effect.

The PREMIER: Tt was not hLis inlen-
tion lo make any announcement in regard
to the altitude which the Government
would adopt in respect to Lhe reappoint-
ment of Mre. Jull, on the appointment
of a fresh Public Service Commissioner,
The discussion had had a good effect for
it had allowed members to bring forward
matiers that had been discussed pretty
freely in public, but ihe vote on the gues-
tion would not really express ihe opinion
of the Commitiee, because the Government
were there to stand by their Eslimates,
and they had not considered the question
of Mr. Jull’s reappointment or otherwise,
In those circumstances, it could not be
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expected thal they would show their hands
by agreeing to the reduetion. whieh wonld
be an admission that they were not going
to reappoint that gentleman. The maiter
must be considered before an announce-
ment could be made. He took this op-
portunity to repeat evervthing in the ve-
port in the IWest Australian. It was one
of the most monstrous actions in the his-
tory of self-government, and not altogether
on aceount of the veappointment of Mr.
Jull. He had carefully avoided making
any refevence to whether Mr. Jull was a fit
and proper person or not, or whether he
should be reappointed; his objeciion had
been to the action of the Government in
practically secretly offering Ar. Jull the
reappointment for a period of seven
vears on the eve of a general election,
when the tirst {erm of office did not expive
until after the eleclions avere beld.

Mr. Miichell: The reappointment was
months before the eleetion.

The PREMIER : It was in June, about
10 monlhs before the term of Mr. Jull’s
office expired. The worst feature of it
was (hat neot a word was said by the
Government on the matter; it was not
discussed during the general eleciions;
furthermore, not a word was said about
it even after ihe elections by anyone in
the departments until the night of the elee-
tion for a Legislative Council seat, which
an ex-Minister was contesting. At nine
o'clock that night the West Austrelian
ollice ielephoned to bim (the Treasurer),
and that was the flrst intimation he had
that AMr. Jull had been offered the reap-
pointment for seven years and had ae-
cepted the offer. 1i was a most monstrous
action on the part of any Government.
The reappointment of a person for seven
years was a matter of publie policy. If
the late Government had been desirous of
doing their duty to the publiec and were
not afraid of their action heing properiy
eriticised, they would have, prior to the
elections, announced to the public that
they bad offered the reappeintment to Mr.
Jull and that he had aceepted it. As he
(the Premier) had said in the interview
in the Press, on inquiry he had found that
the appointment had not been endorsed by
the Excentive Couneil; and until it was
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so endorsed it was not an appointment,
But he had made no reference to the ad-
visability or otherwise of the reappoint-
ment, and had made no such reference
sinee, and did not propose to make any
now. Nevertheless his statement in the
TWest Australian was fully warranted and
justified, and he had no intention of re-
tracting one word of it.

Mr. MITCHELL: The late Government
had a perfect right to reappoint Mr. Jull,
and there was no reason why the faet
should be mentioned at the time. Some
officers were appointed for life; Mr. Jull’s
appointment was limited and the Govern-
ment in power at the lime had the right
to tell him lhe would be reappointed. The
truth was that before the eleetions an
appeal was made for the civil service vote,
and they were informed by a civealar that
they could write their own cheques if
they voted against the then Government;
and the member for Swan, who had ap-
parently saddenly wakened up, had made
some promises lo the civil servants and
was endeavouring to justify them by be-
ing almost abusive in his desire to have
the Tublic Serviece Commissioner’s ap-
pointment cancelled. It was a pity the
puble service were approached by either
party during an election. Was it to he
a custom in the future to buy the civil
service vote; were the eivil servants to
run fhe country; was the tail to wag the
dog?

The Premier: Do they try to run the
country?

Mr. MITCHELL: Yes; through the
present Government. There was the illus-
tration of the letier of congratclation to
the Government from the Civil Service
Association. It was pleasing to see the
stand the Treasurver took up in reference
to that association.

The Premier: What stand?

Mr. MITCHELL: 1In regard to the
recognition of the civil service assoeiation,

The Premier: Yes; I gave them full
reecognition.

Mr. MITCHELL: How?

The Premier: They are the only ¢han-
nel for the communication of the griev-
ances of civil servanis.

Mr. MITCHELL: Cannot a eivil ser-
vant approach the Premier now?
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The Premier: He ean approach throngh
the Civil Service Association.

Mpr. MITCHELL: That is a mosl ex-
traovdinary stale of affairs. In your first
lelter you said you would not do if.

The Premier: No.

Mr., MITCHELL: The counlry was
learning something now. Tt showed it
was all the move necessary {0 have a Pub-.
lic Service Commissioner. One was slag-
gered to find that the eivil servanis would
have to join a union to get recognition.
Every man in the service should have the
right to appeunch his Minister, or lo ap-
proach the Premier; but now, according
to the Treasurer, the assoeiation was to be
recognised as the only channel between
the eivil servants and the Government.
Such o matter as this should not have been
kept quiet. Surely it should have been
announced long age so that members
might have a opportunity of expressing
an opinion upon the point. The poinl
wias that the civil service vote was bid
for before the eleclion.

Mr. Lander: And we got it.

Mr, MITCHELL:: ‘Then they ought to
be proud of sowe of their representatives.
It was not right that the eivil service vote
was to go to the highest bidder. The ser-
vice should be paid well; it contained first
class men. The late Government had in-
creased salaries by a great deal, and would
have been perfectly willing to spend
money on the service as the Premier was
to do, but it was first necessary to get
money before it conld he spent. Civil
servants eculd not be given unlimited
saluries. The service was good and effi-
eient; and although many men were under-
paid;, much of that would be rectified by
the reclassifieation now proceeding. But,
it was not right for any political party
to offer themselves to the service for their
voles, When the public understood what
was heing done, as they would by the mag-
nificent energy displayed to-night by the
member for North Perih, it would prob-
ably re-aci. on the public service. How was
it the member for North Perth {ook such
a sudden interest in the Public Service
Commssipner? It was beeause of pro-
mises the hon. member had given during
the election, and it was due to him lo
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justify his position. The country would
not stand this kind of thing. The eivil
servanis should be fairly (reated, but they
were nol to ran the State, even if they
did reinrn some members who sat with
the Premier. The reduction proposed by
the amendment should not be made. For
the second iime during the Estimates the
Opposition would come to the rescue of
the Government.

Amendinent put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Aves .. . .. G
Noes .. . .. 20

Majoriiy against ..- 14

AYES.
Mr. Dooley Mr. Mullany
Mr. Green Mr. SBwan
Mr. Lander {Tellery,
Mr, Lewis

NoOES.
Alr. Allen Mr. A. E. Piesse
Mr. Angwin Mr. A, N. Piesse
Mr. Bath Mr, Seaddan
Mr. Carpenter Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Collier Mr. Taylor
Mr. Johhson Mr. Turvey
Mr, Lefroy Mr. Walker
Mr. MeDowall Mr. Wisdom
Mr. Mitchell Mr. Heftmann
Mr. Mooger (Teller).
Mr. Moore

Amendment thus negatived.

Vote pui and passed.

Votes — Refunds, £3,000;
£14.405—agreed to.

Vote— Miscellaneous services, £79,164:

Ttem. Steamer and railway faves, post-
age, stationery ele.,, and secretary to Pre-
mier's expenses to London in connection
with coronation of Hizs Majesty King
George V., £400:

Ale, HEITMANN: Would the Premier
give <ome information about this item?

The PREMIER:
- was to clear up the money expended under
the vote provided by Parliament last ses-
sion for the purpose of paying the ex-
penses of the then Premier and his see-
retary when they attended the coronation
a3 representatives of the State. The am.
ount of £400 was really in excess.

Taxcation,

The smount of £400 .
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Mr. HEITMANXN: What about the
#1500 we voted? The total expenses
wonld conte to just under £2,000,

Mr. Lunder: Does it mean that the
Premier’s visit to England cost £2,0007?

The Premier: Yes.

Mr., HEITMANN: [t was certainly
thought that when the House veled £1,500
that amount would be sutlicient. He sup-
posed now that members would have to
put up with the excess, but he was sure
that the photograph which members had
seen of the ex-Premier in court dress
would compensale the taxpayers of the
State for the extra expenses.

. Mr, Lander: It is shameful the man-
ner in which this money has been wasted.

Mr. GREEN: 1In the event of a Stale
servant in a lower position, and after all
the Premier was a Stafe servant, spending
£431 of the counivy’s meney more than
Le was enfitled to do, what wounld bis
position he?

Vole put and passed.

Trogress reported.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By Mr. Speaker: 1, Report of the
Agditor Geneval; 2, Report of the Gold-
fields Water Supply Administration.

BILL—COLLIE RATES VALIDA-
TION.

Returned from ithe Legislative Couneil
withent amendment,

BILL—POLICE BENEFIT FUND,
Received from the Legislative Couneil
and read a first time,

BILL—PUBLIC WORKS ACT
AMENDMEN'T.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.
Mr, MITCHELL (Novtham): The
Minister for Works in introedueing this
Bill made the position very clear. He
said, however, that there was not much



in it. I think it is an important Bill. I
know that the Minister means that the
value set upon the land is to be {he value
set upon it by the owner, and not neces-
sarily set upon it by the land tax assessor,
Values are often reduced by the Taxa-
tion Department. It is true that under
the Commonwealth Land Tax Act land
may be resumed at the values set upon it
by the owner, not for public purposes
-but at the will of the Minister. This Bill
merely provides that land may be taken
for public services and at the value set
upon it by the owner., I iz hard to
argue against that, but we bhave to vre-
member when it comes to the question
of paying rates, the quesiion of selling is
not in the minds of the people who are
-paying taxes. Naturally they desire to
get their values in at the lowest possible
amount. When it comes to a matter of
fising the value of land resumed, I think
it would be unfair and unnecessary to en-
deavour to take the powers this Act seeks
to give (o the Minister. There can be no
fairer way than the method at present
adopted. If the Minister is unable to
come to an agreement with the owner as
to the price, the matier is simply re-
ferred to arbitration and is thus seftled.

The Minister for Works: The lawyers
get the difference of opinion.

My, MITCHELL: There is nothing
much to spend on lawyers. You go before
a judge and get your decision withont
delay. This Bill provides, and rightly so,
that this system shall not come info oper-
ation until after the end of this year, so
that the values will be recorded with the
next land tax assessment notice. At the
same time T would point ont that in a
country like this values may inecrease
considerably in the space of 12 months,
and is it fair that the country should
have the benefit of the increased values
that might accrue. The Minister did not
furnish any argument against the pre-
sent method of assessing the value of land
resumed. I mean he does not object to
arbitration so far as I know. He does
not object to a deeision arrived at by that
means, but he asks the House, and with-
out reason, to give him the power to use
the land tax assessments in foree. If
this means to compel the owners to in-
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crease the returns made to (he Land
Tax Commissioner I do not think it is
fair. The Bill is a most importanl one,
and may have very far-reaching effecis,
The system of resumption with the valn-
ation taxed under arbitration is fair and
proper, and very little can be said aganinst
it. I hope the Minister will reconsider
the matter and agree to withdaw the
Bill, There really ecan be no objection on
the part of the Government to pay =
valuation set upon land by a properly
constituted bhoard. I have no more to
say in connection with the matter except
that it seems to me an unnecessary meas-
ure, and that it is possible the Minister
introduced the Bill without giving the
guestion all the consideration it deserves.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE (Katanning): Al-
though this is a very short measure, yet
I think when hon. members examine it
they will see that it has very far-reaching
effects. As pointed out by the Minister
the whole procedure of determining taxa-
tion under the Public Works Act of 1902
will be altered. Although the Minister
has given some instances showing very
wide differences between the wvalue of
the assessment as shown on the land tax
return and the amount of compensation
claimed by owners of the partieclar land,
I think very little information has been
given to the Minister as to the excess
paid by the Government in the past over
and above the valne of land resumed.

The Minister for Works: How do you
arrvive at the real value?

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: The method of
arriving at the value iz set down in Sec-
tion 63 of the Aect, and T think every
reasonable and proper provision is made
under that section for the determining
of compensation where land has been
acquired by the Crown for public pur-
poses. In the first | lace T undersiand pro-
vigion is made for the appointment of
assessors in the event of the awner and
the Government heing unable to agree in
the first instance; then, if the assessors
disagree, we have 2 court of arbifration
to provide for.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Houorary Minis-
ter}: There will be no necessity for that
if we pay the owner’s value with 10
per cent. added.
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Mr. A. E. PIESSE: But if the measure
is adopted it is manifestly unfair; be-
cause in the first instance when determiu-
ing on the resumpitons of land or what
.will probably be ealled the vested inter-
ests of the people concerned—which some
lion. members opposite have ne desire to
protect—when ihese resumptions are
made the owners of the land in the fivst
instance do not go to the department
conrcerned, but that department resumes
the land, very offen against the wishes
of the owner. In that case it is only
right to expect that the owner will re-
eeive full value for the land so resumed.

Hon W, C. Angwin (IMonorary Minis-
ter}: Why should le not be (axed on
the full value?

Mr. A, E. PIESSTE: Because there von
are dealing with the unimproved value.
It will be unfair to deal with these cases
upon the unimproved value as set out
in the land tax veturns, for the reason
thot no notice is siven and, particularly
in regard to eountry langd, there has been
considerable difficulty in arriving at the
unimnproved value, In some instances the
unimproved value has been placed upon
the land by the local authorities, and in
the past the Taxation Department has
been prepared to aceept those values, As
pointed out Iy Mr. Mitehell, instances
have oceurred in which the Taxation De-
partment valuations were greater or less
than the values put upon the land by the
roads Dboards, and in such cases if the
roads board valuation has been accepted
by the department it may he below the
real value of the land, in which event
it would not he just to nceept such basis
for resumption,

Hon. W. C. Anzwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : The people have to value their own
land for taxation purposes.

Mr. A, E. PIESSE: In some cases
where re-valuntion has taken place tle
Taxatiou Department lias valued land at
less than the value the owner placed
upon it. To apply the provisions of the
Act lo such cases would be to acquire
the land at less than the owner valued it
at. Bot provision is made in the Bill
for diserimination between land taken in
the ordinary way and land taken
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under special Acts, Lands taken in

the ordinary way are assessed ae-
cording to the value of such land
on the 1st January last preceding

the date when it was taken, and there is
a priviso in the Bill that no compensa-
tion shall be paid on land taken bhefore
the end of this year. That is all right;
but T would like to ask is it fair that any
land taken for public works purposes
under special Aets should be valued as
on the ist of January preceding the first
day of the session of Parliomeni in which
that special Aet was passed ¥ During
the past two or three years we have pui
through a number of Acts for the con-
struetion of agricultural railways, some
of which have not yet been completed.
Under the provisions of the Bill the de-
partment will have the right to take all
the land they require for these works,
and the valne will be assessed as on the
1sk day of January preeeding the passing
of the respective Acts. I think that is
hardly fair ; it is discriminating as be-
tween the value of the land taken under
the special Aects and the resumptions
taken in the ordinary way. We had
ample provision under the existing Act,
and I cannot for the life of ma see the
necessity for making these amendments.
I am with the Government in their en-
deavour to see that the country dees not
have to pay more than the true value of
the land resumed, but at the same time
I feel sure the Minister does not wish fo
take any undue advantage of a land
owner

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : How can he talke undne advantage
if he pays on the owner’s value ?

Mr. A, E. PIESSE: I would like to
point ont that in assessing unimproved
value you may be taling the wvalue at
twelve months prior to the date of re-
sumption,

The Minister for Works: Not neces-
sarily twelve months.

Mr. A. E, PIESSE : But the power is
there. In the meantime probably the
land has changed hands. Would it than
be right for the depariment to assess the
value of the land as atb say, six monlbs
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prior to the present
.aequired it?

Mr. W, C. Angwin {Honorary Minis-
ter): Some of them will take good care
that it does change hands.

Mr, A. E. PIESSE: Nevertheless, tha!
phase of the question ought to be con-
sideved. 'While at one with the Govern-
ment in seeing that no more than the
actual value of the land should be paid,
I think that in some instances, even in
connection with the railway resumptions
in Perth, scant justiee has been domne to
the owners, nothing at all having been
paid by way of compensation for mach-
inery forming part of any factory or any
fixture or fitting in conneetion with that
factory.  All that the department is
called upon to pay is the unimpreved
value of the land, plus the cost of any
mmprovements in the way of buildings.
No allowance, I understand, is made for
the disturbance of any husiness o1 trade
carried on on the land. Now, can it be
argned that it is fair to disturb a bus-
iness of any individual and not make
some compensation for it ?

The Minister for Lands: The original
provision in the Bill of 10 per cent. abave
the unimproved value is for disturbanece.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: That is not a very
great consideration.

The Minister for Works: Ten per cent.
on the land, plus buildings.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: Therefore 1 think
there is no necessity for this amending
Bill. After all, the people coneerned, es-
pecially in the case of the Perth resump-
tions, did not come to the Government
and ask them to resume the land. The
Government acquires the land for thaiv
own purposes, and should be prepared to
pay full value for it. En olber instaneces,
alzo, where resumptions are made of this
kind, the Government shonld be prepared
to pay full value.

The Minister for Lands: Yon do not
consider that they should pay ten times
the value ¢

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: No, bat we have
no instances hefore the House that ten
times the value has been paid. That is
only the owner’s price put on the land.
Paople may have made their homes on

owner having
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this land, and it may bhe everything that
they have to lose. In some instances
they would put on an exeessive price, but
the Minister has his remedy under the
Act. If the parties do not come to terms,
ample proviston is made, in the existing
Act, to settle these disputes. The differ-
ence that this amending Bill will make (n
the existing Aet, I take it, is that, whereas,
in the past, these awards have been detes-
mined by the departmental officers and
the persons concerned, any point in dis-
pute being referrved to avbitration, in this
case, a onc-sided provision is made to
take the land at the valuation of ihe
owner plus not mere than 10 per cent. on
the unimproved value. Provigion is made
that

The amount of such assessment shall
not exceed by more than fen per cen-
tum the amount stated by or on behalf
of the claimant to be the cnimproved
value of sueh land in the last return
preceding the date when the land was
taken, made with respect thereto fov
{he purpose of land tax under the Land
and Income Tax Assessment Act, 1907,
but may if the court so decides, be less
than the amount stated in such velurn,

It seems {o me that there is no chance
of the owner receiving more, buf he may
receive less; I think that is hardly fair.

Mr. Mitchell: I think that is right.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: I think provision
should have been made that if the Court
decided that the owner had under-
valued his land he should receive the fair
value; therefore, I hope the Bill will not
be passed; if it is passed, 1 hope the
Minister will take notice of my objection
in connection with the snbelause which
diseriminates between the land taken in
the ordinary way and the land taken
under the special Act.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth): T think
this Bill is putting into foree another prin-
ciple of the labour party’s platform,
“honesty in polities.” It is a small Bill,
and members do not require a dietionary
to understand it. It is a democratie and
honest Bill. It gives the owner of the
land the opporiunity of being honest, and
of being treated with British fair play.
The Aect says to the man, “You value the
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land, and we will take it and give you 10
per cent, above your value” Could thece
he anvihing fairer than that? There is n>
doubt that this Bill touches members op-
posite in a place where they feel it. It
savs, in one clause, that the amount paid
may be less than the amount stated in the
taxation veturns; thal is a wise proposi-
tion to pot in. Say, for instance, some
memhers ont the opposition side had land,
and kunew that a railway was going hy in
a couple of years, what would those hon-
onrable gentlemen do? They would go to
the Taxation Depariment and put a
£10.000 value on a block of land that they
really valued at £1,000; that is why this
provision is puf in. This is only a short
Bill, and there is no need for much to be
said ahout it. Tt no doubt euts our friends
opposite very keenly. The method of
bringing down this Bill is like the way the
present Grovernment keep their files— ap-
lieation received; application granted—in-
stead of building up huge files, as the pre-
vious Government did. This measure will
do the same as was done in New Zealand,
and in olher parts, and T would like to
see another measure brought down next
session, so that we ean deal with all lands
and bump. in the same way, some of
those who hold large eslates along our
existing cailways;, and by keeping them
unutilised are cheating the railway of
business. 1t gives me pleasure to sup-
port this honest hittle Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (in
reply):  The hon. member for Katanning
was right when he said that T desired to
be fair. but there seems to be a difference
of opinion hetween him and myself as to
which way I shall extend my fairness.
Must I be fair to the Staie, or o the ow-
ners of a given piece of land?

Mr. A. E. Piesse: To both parties.

The MINXISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not feel that, under the present Act, I
can he faiv to the State, and I have quoted
many iuslaneces to show where fairness has
not been extended to the State, and where
zross unfairness has been evidenced. The
very reason that I desire to be fair in-
fiuenced me in hringing forward this Bill,
It is an undounbied fact, and hon. members
on the opposite side know it, that in eon-
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pection with the recent resumptions a
eross injustice was done to this State.
The public have been robbed—it is a hard
word lo say, but it is absolutely true—
the publie were robbed by people who got
information beforehand in regard to these
resumpitions; they bought land at a lower
price, and, under the Aet, got more from
the Staie than they were justly entitled
to. If we are going to do justice to the
State we cannol put the elaims of (he
individuals before the elaims of the eom-
munity generally.

Mr. A, T Piesse: Did you take thenr
to arbitration?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If we
take these eases to arbifration, the men
who get all the results are the assessors
and the lawyers who appeal. There is no
reward to the individual, or tha State, so
far as the decisions of the courts ave con-
cerned. After all, why should we be
foreed into Courl? When men get their
lands the title shows that the Governrment
have the right to resume for public works
and other purposes.

Mr. A. . Piesse: That is most unfair
in many cases.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
may be so, bul when the land is given to
the man he gets it under those conditions,
and he knows well that at any time fhe
State ean step in and take it for these
purposes; consequently it i3 known to the
individual that the land is likely to be ve-
surmed for these purposes. This Bill only
applies to the resomption of land for the
putposes mentioned in the title, and swrely
we should be able fo gel it resumed at the
volue whieh the owner himself places un
it.  The hon. zentleman has stated thet
I have given no illustrations of where in-
justice has been done to the State. The
other evening I quoted a return of where
the decision of the Court had given a price
over the value sworn to by the owner when
sending in his land tax retnrn.

Mr. A. E. Piesse: T complained that you
did nol give the amounis of the settle-
ments.

The MINISTER FOR WORKRS: I do
not wish to mention any names, although
hon. members may see them, bui T will give
some of the ¢laims seltled by the depart-
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ment at prices above the taxation return
for the land, owing to the hopelessness of
getting the Court to pay much attention
to the taxation return under the existing
conditions. I do not know why it is, but
the Court will not pay any regard to the
values snbmitted in the land tax returns.
Here is one, in Perth—taxation value
£830, amonnt elaimed £1,720, amount of
settlement, voluntarily, in behalf of the
State by the Land Resumption office, con-
trolled, of course, by the Minister for
Works, £1,653; just 100 per cent. over
the valne. Here is auother one—taxation
return €150, claim £1,400, and settlement
£475; another, taxation return £1,000,
claim £4,086, amount paid £3,954, 300 per
cent. over the taxation value.

Mr. A. E. Piesse: Are those all without
improvements ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With-
out improvements; this is for the land,
pure and simple. It is not necessary to
weary the House, but I conld give hun-
dreds of instances, and 1 bhave not heen
able to find one case where the State has
got  justice, and it is becanse of
that, we want to bring in some
system such as applies in the other
States, and in the Commonwealth ilself,
whereby the Staie will be protected
against injustices of this , deseription.
There is just one point that the hon. mem-
ber made in regard to the difference be-
tween the resnmption under Special Aect
-and the ordinary resnmption, where it is
stated that the wvalue shall be taken on
the retnrn sent.in under the Land and
Income Tax Aet in the month of January
preceding the resumption. The hon. mem-
ber must bear in mind that before a Bill
is introduced into Parliament it is, in 99
cases ont of 100, meniioned in the Gov-
ernor’s speech, with the result that the
ownet of the land gets information as to
a proposed work, usnally about the middle
of the year; and if we did not =ay that we
would take his value in d{he preceding
January we would have him increasing
his value, because he has information that
the railway is going through, and that his
land, from the very expenditure of publie
money, will become more valuable, Tn
order to protect the State against that,
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the elavse is put in. The previous clause
is put in to overcome the diffienities we ex-
perienced in connection with the recent
resumptions. No doubt there was a leak-
age there. There i5 no doubt men bonght
up the land knowing ful! well the Govern-
ment would very shortly afterwards re-
suma it.

Mr. Lander: The block on the corner of
Forrest-stieet and Stirling-street is one.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is no need fo mention names but instances
could be given where people purchased to
reap a profit of 200 and 300 per cent.
They bought the land beeanse théy knew
the Government would resume it, and it
is time we did something to protect the
State from this sort of thing. Members
have a responsibility to the eountry. Qur
responsibility is not always to individuals.
Burely we have to fake into consideration
the public purse; and if we want to do
that, we need to pass a Bill of this des-
eription, not to do any injustice but
simply to say to any man, “We will take
your valuation sworn to and give you 10
per cent. on that, and we will take the land
not for any purpose but for that pur-
pose which your title shows we have the
right to take it for, that is for publie pur-
posea.”

Ar. A. E. Piesse: You need to give them
tair notice.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
get that under this Bill. They know from
their titles under what conditions the land
can be resumed, and they know we have
the power to resume. WWhat furiher no-
tice do they need? The member for East
Perth was correct when he said that it
was a little Bill and an honest Bill—
honest to the State. T appeal to hon mem-
bers to pass it.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, elcetera.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2— Amendment of Section 63:
Mr. MITCHELL moved an amend-
ment—

That in the proposed Subsection 2,
line 8, the word “unimproved” be struck
out and “improved” inserted in lieu.
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The Bill was really a taxation measure.
The Minisier did not say the price paid
under avbilvation was too bhigh.

The Minister for Works: Undoubtedly
I do; it is absolute robbery.

Mr. MITCHELL: That contingency
was fully provided against under the Act.
Avhitration settled the covrect value. We
must remetwber that in resuming land very
often we destroyed people’s income, as it
was not always possible to get another
investment at the moment. XIn the public
interest land had to be surrendered, but
it was only a fair thing that the amend-
ment should be passed, so that the Min-
ister would pay 10 per cent. on the im-
proved value of the land. New Zealand
gave 20 per cent. on the value of the [and,
which could be iaken to include im-
provements such as fencing and clearing.

Mr. LANDER: The Bill was only to
apply to the unimproved value of the land.
If there was a building on the land re-
sumed, or if there was a business on it,
the owner would still have full right to
claim for the improvements. We had had
enongh of arbifration and enough of Gov-
ermmnent valuations. It would he intevest-
ing io know the values on some of the
taxaiion returns submitted by many
friends of the late Government.

Mr, MITCHELL: Land could not be
taken without the improvemenis, and a
Bill that did not provide that the build-
ings were to be paid for was not a perfect
measure. Ten per cent. additional should
be paid on the value of the holding and
not on the land itself.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3—-Application of Aect:

AMr. A, K. PIESSE: Could provision
be made in some way—perhaps through
the Taxation Department—to notify own-
ers of land of the contents of the IBill;
becanse in rountry distriets some cases of
havdship wight be effected in regard to
the returns supplied to the Taxation De-
partment?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
was no ohjection to making the Bill
known, Tt was almost a certainly that
ihe Commissianer of Taxalion would
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make the facts known through the notices
sent ont from the department.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: A good deal of
ignorance existed in eouniry distriets with
regard to the provision of new Aects. Tas-
mania adopted the praclice of publishing
each Aet as a supplement to the Govern-
ment Guazette,. The Governmeni might
take such a suggestion into eonsidera-
tion,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (Hoenoravy Min-
ister) : The people in the country had
nothing to fear with regard lo a Bili such
as this. Did the hon. member want it
kuown that the people must be honest?

Mr. A, E. PTESSE: The hon. member
might be reminded of what had already
been said with regard to wnimproved
values. There was a good deal of differ-
ence of opinion aboul the unimproved
value, and it was known that a lot of the
unimproved Iands had no unimproved
value. Take the poison lands; they were
praetically worthless, and it eould not be
said that they had an unimproved value.
What nnimproved valne would the Min-
ister put on some of these poison lands.
which were worth to-day 5s. ov 6s. an
acre in their unimproved condition?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
would be no difficully in connection with
future valdations if this provision were
included in the measure, and not only
that measure but the taxation measure
itself. Tf we were to provide in the taxa-
tion measure that the unimproved vslue
was that placed upon it by the owner, with
the essential safeguard to protect the in-
terests of those we were represeniing in
this House, and if' they undervalued it de-
liberately to avoid laxation, the State
could be protected by taking the land at
their value, plus a reasonable percentage
for disturbance. We could then give a
fair deal to the people we represented
and to the owner himself, and avoid a
great deal of the expense now involved in
the collection of taxes. In the inieresis
of all who desired to be honest, that
would be ihe best provision to place in
the {axation measure, and it was desirable
that it should be inelnded in the present
measure.
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Mr. A. E. PIESSE: The snggestion
made by him had been thrown out, so
that it might be generally adopted with
regard to new measnres passed. All new
measuras ought to be published as a sup-
plement to the Government Gazette; that
would be a great convenience to the people
in the back blocks.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER. (Hon, J. Scaddan) in
moving the second reading said : Hon
members will notice that this Bill is a very
short alteration of the Public Service Ael,
and provides for four amendments, I
want to make it clear that it was not in-
troduced for the purpose of making all
the amendments to that Act which we
consider are desirable, but for the pur-
pose of getting over some difficulties
which it is essential should be overcorne
«during the present session. Members are
aware that at the present time there is a
reclassification of the service proceeding,
and the result will probably be announced
before the elose of the financial year, We
-desire to make certain amendmenis io
‘the Aect to comply with the requirements
-of that reelassifieation. In the first place,
we claim that it is not right for a publie
servant who has been reclassified to ha
Tequired io appeal from that reclassifica-
‘tion te the person who made if; that is,
an appeal from the Commissioner to the
Commissioner again. For the purpose of
getting over that difficulty hon, members
will see that we are adding a proviso to
‘Section 51, which refers to the formation
«of an appeal board. The amendment
reads—

Provided that whenever an appeal is
from a proposal of the Commissioner,
or the Commissioner acting in conjune-
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lion with assistant commissioners, re-

lating to any classification or ve-

classification affeeting on office, the

chairman of the appeal board shall be

the president for the time being of the

Arbitration Court constituted under the

Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration

Act, 1902, in place of the Commissioner,
This is following, to some extent, the
precedent of the Commonwealth who in
a Bill now before their Parliament pro-
pose to allow the members of the service
to form themselves into what are ealled
groups for the purpose of appealing to
the Arbitration Court. The question of
extending this system by the formation of
groups is one that will receive the con-
sideration of the Government. While it
is proposed to give to the service the
same benefits as are enjoyed by those
outside the service, that is, the right ‘o
appeal to the Arbitration Court in con-
nection with matters affecting their wel-
fare in fhe service from the standpoing
both of the conditions of labour and
salary, it s not proposed to refer to ihe
board, whose e¢hairman will be the presi-
dent of the Arbitration Court, appeals
against puonishment inflicted for mis-
behaviour, as we consider that ii would be
outside the scope of the president of the
Arbitration Court to deal with them, and
would tend to belittle his office. It is
rather a difficult matter to discover a
method which will be satisfactory, to sub-
mit appeals from the decision of the
Commissioner on such matters brougit
under his notice from time to time by the
permanent head for miseonduet on the
part of a public servant, It has to be
remembered that now the duty devolves
upon the permanent head to deaw aiten-
tion to the fact that through some laxity,
or action on the part of an officer in his
department, it has been necessary to adopt
the course of suspending that officer, or of
taking other steps; if the offence be seri-
ous enongh to come under the Public Ser-
vice Act the matter is fransmitted to the
Commissioner for inguiry. An inquiry is
then held to decide whether the permanent
head was justified in following the eourse
adopted, and if so, the Commissioner will
uphold the decision and punish or dismiss
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the officer, and there the matter will end.
Of coorse it is just a matter as o when
the right of appeal for punishmenis ia
the publie service is going to cease. If
we opened the door to appeals from de-
cisions on all matters of this kind whers,
perhaps, the punishment amounted to the
loss of a week’s salary, or it may be only
a fine of 5s., we would have a diffienlty
in getting a board which would be able to
comply with all the requirements in that
direction, and I do neot think it would he
desivable that the president of the Arbi-
tration Court should be called upon to
hear appeals from such decisions. Ln my
opinion, it would cause a econsiderable
amount of heariburning inside and ou:-
side of the service. The appeals which
will take place will not be mevely appeals
to the Commissioner but te the Commis-
sioner silting with two others, one reprs-
senting the braneh of the service affecled
and the other appeinted by the Govera-
ment. I think under such cireumstaners
we should not be called upon to appesl
from the decision of the Commissioner
who, perhaps, may have decided the issno
between the reclassification board and the
officer in the first instanee, because on that
board the service wounld have a repre-
sentafive and the other member will he
appointed by the Government, while there
would also be the Public Serviee Commis-
sioner; and it might have been a ease of
the Public Service Commissioner standiag
between the two persons and deciding the
issue; and then you are going to appeal
to the Comymissioner again, We have
always held that that is not a demoerane
method, and to get away from it we are
providing an amendment of the constitn-
tion of the hoard.

Mr. Mitehelt: How will the board h»
constituted ?

The PRBMIER : The president of the
arbifration court takes the place of the
Commissioner, while the others remain as
at present. It does not affect the consii-
lution of the court, except so far as the
chairman is concerned. This is really a
tenfative measure for the purpose of
getting over the reclassification whieh is
taking place al present. e propose also
to repeal the second schedule in the Aect.
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Seclion 20 of the Aet provides that in {he
professional division and the general
divisions, except in the case of officers paid
al a specified rate by virtue of any Aet,
the officers shall be paid salaries ani
wages in acecordance with such fixel
amounts or scales as may be preseribed.
There is no grade or scale so far as tle
professional and general divisions are
concerned, but in the Act we have a scha-
dule whieh applies only to the eclerieal
division, and ii has tied the hands of [ux
classifying boavd very considerably. Thay
waited upon me und asked that we should
repeal this schednle in order to allow them
to elossify without having to confinnally
appeal to the schedule, whieh frequently
upsets their plans in connection wiih
classification. They can see no reason
why the elerical division should have
a hard and fast scale set out in the Acl,
with which they have to comply, while in
connection with the professional and gen-
eral divisions the seale is in aceordance
with that prescribed by the classification
board. At present £450 per annum is
the highest salary it is possible to pay
in the clerical division, besides which the.
schedule has been found to fit in badly
with the requiremenis of a classification.
The schedule ought to be prepared to
fit in with the classification, not the other
way about, and therefore it is proposed
to repeal the schedule and allow the Com--
missioner to devise one to meet the re--
quirements of the case, as is done in
the case of the professional and general
divisions, There i3 no good reason what-
ever why a ecast iron sehedule shounld ba
provided for the clerieal division any
more than for the professional and gen-
eral divisiong, and in praectice the fact of
one being provided which is unsuitable
has eaused no end of eomplications. With
one exception the other amendments are
consequential upon these. The amend-
ment of Seetion 27 is consequential owing
to the repeal of the second schedule, and
the eonsequent disappearance of Class
G.  The amendment will provide, by
omitting certain words, that all vacancies
in the elerical division will, so far as prae-
ticable, be made through the primary
entranre examination. It is not always
practieable, and it has led to the growth,
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of a large class of temporary officers.
We have scores of them working side by
side with the permanent officers, who are
really senior to them, and the permane:t
officers are receiving less wages fhan the
temporary hands, This is due to the
fact that we have a certain seale for
temporary hands, which has to be paid,
while we have a classification fixed under
the Aet for permanent hands, and so
frequently they have temporavy bands
working alongside of them at a higher
seale. I propose in Committee to make a
slight amendment to the clause by adding
other words. ¥on. members will notice
that we are omitting the words “Class
G” in Subsection 4, and adding to tbe
subsection the wovds “in receipt of £110
a year or under.” Until they reach that
payment the permanent head, in aceord-
ance with the present provision of the
Aet, must during the month of May in
each year furnish a report to the Com-
missioner on the conduet, diligence. and
general efficiency of each officer. I pro-
pose in (Committee to strike out these
words, “during the month of May in
each year”; that will" mean thai be-
fore an officer can veceive an in-
crease the permanent head must make
a report as to his conduet, diligence,
and general efficiency, The other is
an amendment to Seetion 36 of the
principal Aet, inserting after the word
“department” in line one the words
“after a report from the Commissioner,”
and by omitting the words “permanent
head” in line 4 and inserting “Commis-
sioner.” This is for the purpose of get-
ting over the difficulty in regard io tem-
porary employment, To-day the position
is that a requisition is sent forward by a
permanent head to the Minister, asking
for permission to make a temporary ap-
pointment. 1t is impossible for any Min-
ister to satisfy himself of the necessity
for that temporary appointment, and it
has nothing to do with the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner, who cannot even justi-
fiably submit a report to the Minister to
allow that Minister to arrive at a de-
cision as to whether or not he onght to
approve of the temporary appointment.
It has grown to such an extent that the

1097

service is gething right back &to Minis-
terial control, The Minister may decide
that an nppeiniment ought to be made,
and the temporary officer is employed.
That canses dissatisfaction. We propose
to put the temporary staff under -ihe
Commissioner, Hon. members may view
this amendment altogether outside any
feeling in rvegard to the present Com-
missioner. It is not a matter of personnel,
but of the position, The oecupant of
the position ought to be charged with rce-
porting on the requiremenis of the ser-
vice, and charged with the duty of assist-
ing the Minister when temporary hands
are required. We propose that when a
requisition 1s submitted for the employ-
ment of a temporary hand it shall be sent
on to the Publi¢ Service Commissioner for
veport. Then, if the Minister approves,
the Commissioner shall, from a list he
keeps of eandidates, select a person to
fill the position. On almest every occa-
gion the Commissioner consults with the
permanent head as to the selection of the
officer, and in that respect there has heen
dissatisfaetion given to persons wha con-
tend that they have submitied their names
to the Commissioner and yef been over-
looked when a vaeaney oceurs. I am
assured by the Commissioner that it has
sometimes heen due to the faet that he
was not even eonsulted as to the making
of the appointment. We have arrived
at suech a position that when a permanent
officer is appoinfed he immediately imng-
ines that it is due to the imporiance of
his office that he should have one or more
assistants at his elbow, and lie puts in
a requisition for the appointment of =
temporary clerk to assist him. That is
not condueive to economy in the depart-
ments, nor doing justice to the permanent
head of the service generally, or the
Minister representing ibke taxpayers.
These are the principal amendments, and
1 am sure no hon. member will take ex-
ception to them. It is merely a tentative
measure to overcome the existing diffienl-
ties. I have much pleasure in moving
the second reading. ’

On motion by Mr. Mitehell, debate ad-
journed. e
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BILL—GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY ACT AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous
day.

Mr. MITCHELL (Northam):—I am
bound to say that the Minister in in-
troducing the Bill fairly told us exactly
what it is proposed to do, and pointed
to the disadvantages of the scheme. It
is quite true that the people of the
back country, and particularly those
near the Cooclgardie pipe track, are
anxious {0 be supplind with parmanent
water, The cost of the water under the
present system is 8s, per thousand
gallons to the consumer, and the method
of getting it is to agree with the Minister
to pay an amount equal to 8s. per
thousand gallons on his undertaking to
lay down a pipe, while the Minister agrees
to lay down a pipe when he has & sufficient
number of applications to guarantee the
interest and sinking fund on the ex.
penditure. For this the Minister pro-
poses to substitute a rating scheme, T
do not altogether approve of that,
especially seeing that the cost of water
will be practically the same as it is
now. I would like to point out that
this rating scheme may work very
unevenly. The Bill includes pastorsl
leases, and all classes of country, and all
come ucder the acreage tax proposed.
Obviously the supply of water is not
so valuable to a man on 1,000 acres of
sand plain as to one on 1,000 acres of
good land. wos

The Minister for Works:
other way about. « + « « ~ v v & .

Mr. MITCHELL: No. It would
not be nearly so valuable to the men
with sand plain as to the man who has
good country. In Committee we can
enlarge upon the question, but the
Minister ought to recognise that i% is a
fairly heavy tax, and can only be paid
by good land. The tax will, in fact,
be greater than the rent of the land.
It will be pretty hard for the Minister to
convinee the House that this tax for
water can he regasded as unimportant.
The Minister has not taken into con-
sideration the money already expended

L O O T T T

Tt is the
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on water supply by owners of the land.
Now, in some cases, of course, and I
have not in mind the far off country,
but in some of the inner land a great
deal of money has been spent in pro-
viding wells and making dams and by
other means making a water supply for
the home. Notwithstanding that the
water is supplied in safficient quantities
by these means, the owner will be com-
pelled, if the Minister so decides, to
contribute to the goldfields scheme ex-
tension. I know that the Minister
intends to go on with the system of
holding up supplies in'the back country
wherever opportunity offers on the
big rock outcrops, and I suppose that
notwithstanding th.t some of these
rocks will be in areas supplied by the
pipes he will uze them wherever possible.

The Minister for Lands: I think it
i3 & good idea.
Mr. MITCHELL : Certainly. In ad-

dition { hope that the making of dams
and the putting down of wells will still
be proceeded with. For the past two
years we have been engaged in conserving
water in the back country from Gernld-
ton in the north to Albany in the south,
and Mr. Castilla, the engineer, with a
fairly big staff has been employed on
that work practically altogether for the
past two years, ’

Mr. Dooley: Where did youn conserve
water in the Geraldton area ?

Mr. MITCHELL: In the Yuna area
and sbout Northampton we have done
a good deal in water conservation. TUn-
fortunately the season was a very dry
one and there were dams that did not
fill, but L hope that during the summer
we shell have thunderstorms and that
these reservoirs will hold np large sup-
plies. Tt must be remombered that it is
only & very small part of the whols
country which will come within the
operations of the Goldfields Water Supply
Department, because reticnlation is not
possible beyond a very few miles. I
thinle the Minister ssid in introdueing
the Bill that the average length of pipe
put down lately was something aboug
eight milea ; it is possiblo to gravitatg
the water beyond that, but only in g



very few cases. 1 notice that the
Minister states that in the inner lands the
price will remain as at preseat, 2s. Gd.
per thousand gallens. This, of course,
will be a satisfaction to the people who
have already arranged supplies from
the main, but T am surprised to hear
from the Minister that he has the right
to set aside the agreement eniered into
for supplies under the old syst.m. T
doubt if he has that power.

The Minister for Lands:
out in the agreement.

Mr. MITCHELL: Is it set out that
the Minister has power to apply the
rating system ?

The Ministet for Lands: To alter the
system,

v Mr. MITCHELL: The Minister for
Works said there was power to apply
the rating system.

The Minister for Lands: The power
would apply to the rating system.

«Mr. MITCHELL : It was not thoaght
that he would eancel an arrangement
which they counld fulfill with a view to
substituting the rating system.

The Minister for Lands: Tt gives
them power to increasc the price any
time they choose.

Mr. MITCHELL: The idee would be,
of course, to protect the department
in case of trouble with the scheme,
but the provision in the agreement was
not made with the idea of allowing the
Minister to substitute an altogether
different system. It would be rough
on those who have agreed to take a
certain amount of water under the old
system to be obliged to come ander the
new scheme and pay twice as much.
The Minister has also provided that
there shall be a domestic charge of £5
for each home, a sort of registration
charge, and he argues that the charge
should be a fixed one of £5, because all
homes are more or less the same size,
and that no matter whether a man has
1,000 acres or 160 acres the water con-
sumed hy the homestead would be
about the same. That is not correct.
A man with 200 acres would not use as
much water as one with & hig estab-
lishment and 2,000 acres. I hope this
charge will be deleted altogether. Under

It is set
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the Minister's scheme, with a fourpenny
rate the tax will be £21 13s. per annum,
and he told us that for that sum he would
supply 54,000 gallons of water. Whilst,
of course, this scheme will be attractive
to those in new districts who have spent
no money in providing water supplies
and are now without water, it will not be
so favourably received by those who
have made some provision in this direct-
ion. Under this scheme 54,000 gallons
will probably keep the tesm going and
sapply the housshold, but there will
he nothing left for sheep, becamse the
Minister must remember that once a
standpipe and trough are vigged they
will be used all the year round,
sometimas said that this is only a stand-by
end will be only used in the surmumer ;
but on some farms there are no pro-
vigions for holding up water, and so
this scheme would be drawn on all the
year round, and if a man keeps 200
sheep they will take anothe: 54,000
gallons in the course of a year.

The Minister for Works : They do not
drive sheep into the tanks or {roaghs
during the winter.

Mr. MITCHELL: I am talking of
farms where they have no tanks.

The Minister for Works : Do yoa say
that there is any part of Western Aus-
tralia where there is no water on the
land in winter ?

Mr. MITCHELL : The Minister knows
well that in the back country there is
very little surface water indeed, even in
the winter time. Of course, if 8 man
hag dams or wells he gets a supply in the
winter, but T am speaking of the man
who has not made these provisions,
and by the time he has watered 200
sheep and his team he would pay £40
a year at least. -

The Minister for Works : How do you
account for the fact that they orly use
46,000 gallons now ?

Mr. MITCHELL : You are sapplying
people moro or less established, and T
am talking of people who have made no
conservation provisions at all. As the
Minister has said it is sll a question of
the price per thousand gallons, and he
pointed out that the price would be 8s,
per thousand anywhere up to 8 miles. '

It is -
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The Minister for Works : The distance
we can take the water out is governed
by the price at which we can sell it.
Cne of the thirteen schemes goes out
30 miles, hut the average distance we
can go is about eight miles.

Mr. MITCHELL: I had a map
prepared once and I was surprised to
find how short a distence the water
would gravitate from the scheme. Of
course the cost per thousand gallons
governs the situation, and it is just &
question whether the people can pay
Bs. per thousand gallons for stock.

The Minister for Works: They are
paying 10s. per thousand now,

Mr. MITCHELL: I know that if you
charged Ss. per thousand in Perth for dom-
estie requirements there would he an out-
cry. In Adelaide the charge for town
purposes is Gd. per thousand and here
T believe it 1s 1s. 6d. In the back conn-
try the farmers may be willing to pay
8s. now, hut as soon as they can make
their own provisions they will doso. The
Mimster vevy rightly told ws that 8s. in
Western Australia becomes 2s. under the
Beeialoo scheme in South Australia. That
means that instead of getting 54,000 gal-
lons for £21 as the farmer here will, the
Beetaloo farmer wonld get 216,000 gal-
lons.

The Minister for Works: But he ean-
not use it and does not use it,

Mr. MITCHELL: He could use his
surplus water and do something with it.

The Minisfer for Works: The fact re-
mains that he does not and cannof.

Mr. MITCHELL: I do not know that
he does not. At any rate 216,000 gallons
there it a very different proposition from
54,000 gallons here. Then again, the Min-
isier says that the tax falls with equal
justice on an acre of sand plain as on an
acre ¢f good lund. Tf the Minister will
consider the question he will find that that
is not the ease, becanse a man who has to
pay £21 for water for 1,000 aecres of sand
plain will discover that he is paying far
more than his land justifies.

The Minister for Works: It is the same
water; we are =elling a eommodity. We
do not rednee the price of sugar becanse
a man is poor.
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Mr, MITCHELL: The Minister pro-
poses to lay parallel pipes every three
miles apart.

The Minister for Works: That is the
comprehensive scheme.

Mr. MITCHELL: It will be an enor-
maus cost. I should think it would be
impossible to lay them in parallel lines,
but that is a matter for the engineers and
the people concerned. I understand that
if land is within 10 chains of the main,
it 1s to be taxed, and may be taxed for a
mile and a half back; but if the land is
12 chains from the main the Minister can-
not make the tax apply. In many ecases
there will be a road parallel to and 20
chains from the main. T know of several
cases. In that ease the only land to be
taxed, if it be owned separately from that
across the road, will be the strip running
hetween the road and the main; and not-
withstanding a large frontage to the road
adjoining, many farms aeross the road
will he outside the possibility of taxation,
Of eonrse the Minister ean explain why
this limitation has been set up, but it
seems te me that he will have to provide
some means for bringing under the tax
the whole of the land within the mile and
a half radivs. I know the Minister re-
alises that it would work a hardship te
compel people who ave unable to afford
it to make connections, and I would sug-
gest that while be is about it he shonld

_ecomplete the scheme and provide all ne-

cessary connections and storage tanks, as
well as the main,

The Minister for Works: The Bill pro-
vides for that,

AMr. MITCHELL: To make the scheme
of the fullest possible nse, it would he well
for the Minister to ngree to provide the
connections and spread the payments over
a term of wears, 10 years if possible,

The Minisier for Warks: The Bill pro-
vides for that also.

Mre. MITCHELL: But not in regard
fo storage tanks. It says the lMinister
may defer payments.

The Minister for Works:
object of the clanse.

Mr. MITCHELL: T think it should
be over a fairly long term.

That is the
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'The Minister for Works: It is left to
the discerelion of the Mivister. I quite
agree with you on that,

Mre, MITCHELL: The payment should
be very easy and people should not be
compelled to pay.n three or four years.
This is & very heavy tax. If the people
pay 4d. per acre and, in addition, the cost
of the connections, probably for a mile,
cosling them perhaps £100, and provide
storage tanks also, by the lime the water
is brought into use it will be a fairly ex-
pensive affair. I know the Minister’s
only desire is to Lelp these people, but I
point out the danger of undertaking to
secure water under the Minister’s scheme,
though I know the people are safeguarded
by the faet that two-thirds of the owners
must fivst petition, and that two-thirds of
the owners must represeunt the area to he
serverd, so thal therefore it rests with the
people themselves as {o whether they care
to be taxed, One provision I think has
escaped the notice of the Minister, and
that is, that where the land is leased and
the landlord does not put up the storage
tanks required, the tenant may provide
them and dednct the charge from his rent,
so long as it does not exceed one year's
rent. I would point out that the Minisier
kas made no provision for any payment
by the tenant for the use of the storage
tank. The tenant may have a 20 years
lease. 1 suppose very few blocks are
leased, but siill it is possible, and we have
{o guard against possibilities. A man may
bave a 20 years lease at £120 per an-
num, and it is possible the storage tanks
may cost that amount. So we ought to
provide that the owner could gzet a rea-
sonable raie of interest on this expendi-
ture for the balance of the term of the
lease. I do not know what the cost of
these tanks will be. It might be that not
more than a 5,000-gallons tank would be
requived; it would all depend on the re-
quirements of the farmer; but by this
legisiation we are legislating for a larze
expenditure, and it would be advisable for
the Minister lo look into this provision
and s=ee if it is possible for the owner to
he recongred for the use of his money for
ihe balance of the lease.
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The Minister for Works:
be more than £5.

Mr. MITCHELL: No one ean tell that.
A man might have to put in a faivly big
storage fank. It would be wise for the
Minister to look into the matter and
make the law much safer. The Minister
has referred to the Goomalling water
scheme, He did not make it quite elear
as to whether he intends to credit the
people who pay this tax of 4d. on either
side of the scherne with the collections it
the Goomalling end, that is the town
rates. Obviously if he sells a fair quan-
fily of water at Goomalling, as he must
do, it will very materially reduce the an-
nnal charge upon the people along the
track., 1 think the scheme should take
credit for the town supply, and (hat the
farmers using the water should have that
advantage. '

The Minister for Works: 71hat is the
system; we take the whole of the main,
the whole of the capital, and sirike a
rate in counsiderafion of the revenue and
to cover interest, sinking fund, and work-
ing expenses.

Mr. MITCHELL: You propose to col-
lect the 10 per cent. for sinking fund and
supervision ¥

The Minister for Works:

Mr. MITCHELL: The old sysiem, I
belteve, will be found to work out beiter
than the proposal of the Minister. The
selector gives an undertaking to take
waler at a certain rate for 10 years, and
at the end of that time the cost of water
would he cousiderably reduced. Under
the Minister’s scheme the tax will go on
for as long as the water can be supplied.
Ten years is supposed to be the life of
the pipes, but T hope some means will bhe
found to prolong it. The Minister is bas-
ing his charwe upon the 10 years’ life of
a pipe, but if that life can be extended
the water shoold be made cheaper. I
wonld make the water as cheap as pos-
sible. T believe the farmers will find the
tax a2 burdensome one, when we consider
the advantasze waler will be. The Min-
ister has decided that the supply of water
shall not be taken under any ollier sys-

It could not

Yes.
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tem, and the farmer must aceept that
rating system or go without water.

Mr. McDOWALL (Coolgardie): I
have listened with considerable amuse-
ment to the speakers who seemed to be so
anxions fo keep down the expense so far
as agricultoral land is concerned.

Mr. Mitchell: The expense of water.

Mr. MeDOWALL: After all, it is in
conneetion with the land, And we find
the gentleman who has just sat down
pleading that this eharge should be elimi-
nated. We also find him pleading that
there should be no charge for storage
tanks and matters of that kind, or rather
the hon. member said that the paymenis
should be made exivemely easy. The Min-
ister has so mueh svmpalhy for these
people that he actually tells us that le
does not propose to charge any adminiz-
tration expenses against this scheme for
supplying farmers with water.

The Minister for Works: For the first
vear.

My, MeDOWALL: I am not going to
object to any of these things. I have not
had the opportunity sinece the Bill was
introduced to give it much consideration,
but I desire at this stage to say that I
view with eonsiderable apprehension this
constant whittling away of what should
be the goldfields water snpply. 1 do not
object at all to the agrienltural areas be-
ing supplied in this way, provided it is
not at the expense of the zoldfields, and
neither do I mind the farmers getting
water at less than cost priee.

The Minister for Works: That is not
s0.

Mr. MeDOWALL: The Minister inter-
jeets that they are not getting it at less
than cosi price. I venture to say -the
Minister does not yet know how the work
will pan out.

The Minister for Works: I do know.

Mr. MeDOWALL: Yon imagine you
know, but unlil you try ihe matter yon
cannol say for certain. I have been con-
nected with propositions of this deserip-
tion before, and I ean quite understand
that it is impossible to estimate with ab-
solute aceuracy anything of the kind. T

{ASSEMBLY.]

think the Minister told us he expected a
revenue of £2,700 and an expenditure uf
£2,600.

The Minister for Works: No, it will
be the other way round, for the first year
at least, :

Mr. MeDOWALL: Well, even there the
Minister shows a loss of £100, and a loss
of £100 simply on estimate; and tlhat,
too, without charging anything for the
eapital or for administration. And it
must be further borne in mind that this
water has {o be pumped before it gers
to these piaces to he supplied. I am not
zoing to eqntend that this is a big matter.
Getting back (o what T was about to ar-
gue a few minutes ago. T do not mind the
farmers getting water at less than cost
price if this scheme is going to be made a
national undertaking; but T emphatically
object ta the people on the goldfields not
getting their water in the same manner,
and to the continued cireumstances that
no assistance is being granted to low-
grade mines at Kalgoorlie.

The Minister for Works: Are yon in
favour of bringing the same conditions
into operation on the goldfields?

Mr, MeDOWALL: The Minister knows
that that conld not be done, First and
foremost a mine takes thousands and
thousands of gallons of water in a eon-
centrated area. With a farm it is an en-
tively different matter, and there can be
no comparison whatever between the iwo
schemes. T want fto say emnhatically T
think it is time this Goldfields Water Sup-
ply Seheme management fook into con-
sideralion the giving of some assistance
to low grade mines. It is a month ov
more sinee the Minister visited the fields.
and so far as T know nothing has heen
done during that period. T have no in-
tention of prolonging the disenssion. I
simply want to know from the Minister
if he is satisfied that he has the water fo
spare, and, if this tarns out a paxable
proposition will he do something for the
zoldfields. We look askanee npon any-
thing that is going o give the people of
Perth or of the agricultural districis an
advantage in vegard to the water supply.
hecause we know we have lo pump water
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out of owr mines and throw it away for
the reason that the Minister will not allow
us to use it except nnder impossible con-
ditions. I do not desire to diseuss this
matter at any length, but I would be
wanting in my duty if I did not eall at-
tention to anything that interferes with
the Goldfields Water Scheme, and to the
crying needs of the goldfields, and of :he
low grade shows particularly, for a
cheaper water supply.

On wotion by Hon. W. C. Angwin

debate adjourned,

House adjourned at 11.35 nom.

Teaislative Essembly,
Monday, 18th December, 1911,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
p.m., and read prayers.

H
QUESTION—ELECTORAL ROLLS,
LEGISLATIVE COUXNCIL.

Mr., FRANK WILSON (withont
notice) asked the Atterney General: In
reference to the announcement which ap-
peared in the IPress on the 16th December,
does the Attorney General think that he
is justified in striking all names off the
Legislative Council roll of eieetors who
have not signed elaim cards since 19077
If so, what is his object in thus dis-
franchising bona fide electors?
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
The objeet of striking out all names is
to prepare for the Legislative Council
elections and to get new rolis completed.
All the old rolls will he wiped out, but
every one upon those rolls will receive
notices and ecards.

Mr. Frank Wilson:
counfry?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It doss
not matter where they are so long as
their addresses can be obtained. We shall
utilise existing rolls, and every poat
office and publie building will be availed
of for publishing proclamations Lo notify
the people. Every possible means of
letting the people know that (hey have
to take steps themselves to gel on the
roll will be employed.

Mr. Frank Wilsen: Why depart from
the usual eustom of taking a census?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Be-
cause the census has always heen unsatis-
factory. This step has been taken on the
advice of the Chief Tlectoral Officer, and
the proposal is veally his. It has been
endorsed by me and approved by Cabinel,
and he is of opinion that we shall get o
fuller, safer, and more complete roll than
if it were dealt with by the census system.

Away in the bak

QUESTION-—-WATER SUPPLY,
PERTH.

Mr. LANDER asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has the water from the new
bovre at Leederville been analysed? 2,
What is the report of the analysis? 3, Is
it the intention of the Minister to pro-
vide a larger reservoir for the water sup-
ply around Pecth?

The MINISTER POR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Aualysis as follows:- -
{Figures represent parts per 100,000.}
Aimmonia, free, .036; ammonia, albumi-
noid, .006; organic matter (oxygen abh-
sorbed m four hours), .15; nitrozen asz
nilvates, .00065; chlorine, 32.4; chlorine
sodium chloride, 53.46; sodium earbox-
ate, 6.31; hardness (degrees) temporary,
3.5; hardness (degrees) permanent, nii;
the figures are similar to analyzes of other
water obtained in that loeality. 3, Yes;
plans are well in hand for a ten-million



